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The Mexican ports have been declared to be under 
blockade by the commander of the French fleet on that 
coast, in consequence of the refusal the Mexican go- 
vernment to pay the indemnity under the late treaty. 


See page 163. 


X¢rIn page 175 we have inserted a communication 
from the secretary of the treasury exhibiting the con- 
dition of his department, which require ynmediate aid 
to enable it to preserve the public ovedit. , 

Mr. ALEXANDRE DE Bopiscoz was pregented to the 
president by the secretary of state on Saturday last, 
the 5th inst., as envoy extraordinary and minister pleni- 
potentiary of his majesty the emperor of Russsia. 


Don ANGEL CALDERON DE LAS Barca, Whose func- 
tions as envoy extraordinary and minister plenipoten- 
tiary from the queen of Spain to the United Siates 
were temporarily interrupted, has returned to discharge 
the duties of that station at the seat of government. 

Deatu or Mr. Lawter or AtaBama. It is our pain- 
ful duty to notice the death of another member of con- 

ess. The hon. Joas Law ter, of Ala., died at his 
odgings in this city on Monday morning last, after a 
few days illness, of bilious pleurisy. He was one of 
the most estimable and amiable men that ever sat with- 
in the walls of the capitol, and commanded the respect 
and esteem of all who knew him. Modest and unas- 
suining, yet conscientious and firm, he discharged his 
public duties with patriotic devotion and enlightened 
zeal, and in private life his actions were marked by 
strict integrity and honor. He richly merited the con- 
fidence of his constituents, who, with his associates in 
congress, will long lament his loss. He was buried on 
Wednesday last with the usual honors, for an account 
of which see a subsequent page. 

New YorK common councirt. The new boards of al- 
dermen were orzanized on Tuesday. Alderman Ben- 
son (whig) waselected president of the board of alder- 
men, by a vote of 9 to 8, and Caleb S. Woodhull ( Whig) 
president of the board of assistants by a similar vote, 

Vircinta. There is still some doubt about the result | 
in Mr. Patron’s district. It is ngw reported that Mr. 
Banks received a majority of votes, but thatthe certifi- 
cate was given to Mr. Slaughter in consequence of the 
informal manner in which the election was held in one 
of the counties. Mr. Slaughter, it is said, will not 
take his seat, but refer the matter to the people for 
another trial. 

The most recent intelligence as to the result of the 
delegate election is contained in the following from the 

Richnond Enquirer” of yesterday. 

“The whigs have carried 69 delegates, and the 
friends of the administration 56—and I (the delegate 
of Morgan) unknown. From the 56 deduct the dele- 
gate of King George, who has resigned, and the heat 
is to be tried over again—and it leaves the republicans 
55 delegaies. 

The following counties are yet to be heard from— 
which were represented as follows in the lagt session: 


hig. Van Buren. 
Braxton ft Lewis, Lee, 
Fayette and Nicholas, Logan, 
Henry—3 Patrick, 
Preston, 
Randolph—5. 


The whigs may carry Patrick and Randolph—with- 
out these, they wiil have 72 to 60—12 majority—with 
them, it will stand 74 to 53—and 2 yet to be ascer- 
tained, viz: the delegate from Morgan, and the election 
of King George to be run over again. 

We have a majority of twelve in the senate. Hf the 
whigs gain no more, and if we allow one for Morgan 
i Stafford to each party, the joint vote will be tied. 

f they gain both Patrick and Randolph, they will have 
@ majority of four on joint vote.” 
Mississrerr._ Returns from 25 counties, give the fol- 
oan” vote: Prentiss, (whig,) 9,973; Word, (whig,) 
036; Claiborne, (administration) 8,002; Davis, (ad- 
ministration) 7,083. Twenty-one counties remain to 
a heard from, which will make the whig majority for 
€ state about 2,000. 


by ExAs. The following resolution has been reported 
m —€ Committee on foreign affairs to the senate of 
cexae. _It was ordered to lie on the table, but an 
pinion is expressed that it will pass that body. 


= wl resolved by the senate and house of representa- 
the of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That 
the President be, and he is hereby instructed, to cause 
the Proposition heretofore made by this government to 
tion of Tee of the United States, for the annexa- 
Withdrayy oa? 10, be sespectfully and uncondidonally 

tawn, and thus in the most decisive manner, re* 


pone to receive or enjoy, of social security, to their own 
independent and manly energies. 

The New Orleans Bulletin of the Ist instant states 
that despatches had been. received by the collector of 
that port from the American charge d’ affaires at 
Houston, to be forwarded with all haste to Washing- 
ton. An endorsement described them as important 
documents containing a couvention with Texas, which 
it was presumed was to be submitted for ratification to 
the government of the United States. 


Banks, cuRRENcy &c. The New York Express of 
Wednesday contains. the following, which developes 
some facts which may interest our readers: 

Money market-—city news. Tuesday, P. M. The 
movements in specie 1n this country and in London, 
are attracting a good deal of attention,—and so close 
do the great operators now keep their affairs, that it is 
difficult to understand the whys and wherefores of all 
we see. Itis very clear, however, that there has been 
a quarrel between the Pennsylvania Bank of the 
United States, and the Bank of England, or the Bar- 
ings, who are, as it were, the American agents of that 
institution. The cause of that quarrel, we have alrea- 
dy stated, originated in the jealousy with which Mr. 
Jaudon’s doings in London were watched; secondly, 
but primarily, in the refusal of the Barings, when panic- 
stricken, as was the Bank of England in September, 
1336, to keep their agreements with Mr. Biddle, as to 
the amount in which he should be permitted to draw 
upon them. In consequence of this panic, Mr. Biddle 
fully concluded it was wiser for him to take his Lon- 
don business in his own hands, and for this purpose, 
the mission of Mr. Jaudon, as we understand it, was 
created. 

Mr. Jaudon, we all know, was very coldly received 
by the Barings. The Bank of England refused to keep 
an account with him, and he was tabooed for a while. He 
very quietly, however, worked his way, and surprised 
every body, after a while, by agreat operation in which 
he underbid the Bank of England, as before stated in 
this paper. Backed by the immense cotton batteries 
Mr. Biddle was sending him, and having priavipes 
control over that great staple, he had not much to fear 
even from the Bank of England, cotton being better 
than bank paper, and quite as serviceable as specie. In 
this condition of things, the Barings, for the Bank of 
England, through a house in this city, contracted to 
send here some millions sterling in specie, a part of 
which has come, and only a part, the order for the ex- 
portation of more having been suspended, as we learn 
by the Wellington packet ship, even at the sacrifice of 
about $75,000 insurance on one stock. 

Inquiry now arises, on what tack are we?” “What | 
isinthe wind.’ One million, nine hundred thousand 
dollars, principally in gold, this morning went to Phila- 
delphia in the 6 o’clock steamboat, to the Pennsylva- 
nia U. S. Bank. Thisis not from our banks, and it 
may be in part from the consignment, to Prime, Ward 
and King, the Barings have sent out from the Bank of 
England. What has caused this movement, and 
change of policy, it is _not so easy to divine, though 
conjecture is ac‘ive. "The London Morning Chronicle, 
however, tells us, the Bank of England has made peace 
with Mr. Biddle, and here we have a clue. The same 
journal insinuates that the Bank of England was weary 
of the war. 

Rumor says Mr. Jaudon was doing a thirty day 
business on good paper in London even as low as 2 
per cent. per annum; and 
even, that the Bank of England suffered considerably, 
—Mr. Jaudon’s measures even affecting their line of 
discounts. Rumor again says, Mr. ee he was about 
to make a sweep of specie upon the bank for a 
very large sum, which the bank did_ not care to lose 
after its consignments already to New York. How 
true may be these rumors we cannot pretend to say, 
but it is quite certain the belligerent parties are appa- 
rently reconciled, and the consequences of the peace, 
we probably see, in the new movements of the specie. 

In connectiion with this subject, we see also that the 
Bank of England has forfeited about $75,000 insurance 
on specie, rather than export it. ‘The insurance being 
One per cent., the amount intended to be shipped must 
have been about seven and a half millions. This 
change of policy could not have arisen from any fear 
of a drain of gold and silver, for we learn by the 

monthly official return of the quarterly average of the 
weekly liabilities and assets of the bank for the three 
months ending the 3d of April, that, as compared with 
tlie last report, there is an increase in the circulation of 
237,0001, the difference between 13,600,0007, and _18,- 
937,000; a decrease in the deposites of 273,0001. the 
balance between 11,535,000, and 11,262,000/; an in- 
crease in the securities of 46.000/., the excess of 22,- 
833,001, over 22,792,000/; and an increase in the stock 
of bullion of 111,000/, the difference between 10,105,- 
000%, and 10,126,000; all this in the face of the exporta- 
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such were his operations | 


What then caused the change. It probably was in 

eth that the business was like to turn out less profita- 

ly than was expected—but in fact, that all thinking 
men must see that if Great Britain was to buy our 
cotton, rice, and tobacco, and stocks, in gold and sil- 
ver, it was a business poor at best for them, and the 
staples and the stocks must fail to pay the forfeit there. 
The cotton market in Liverpool, we have reason. to 
believe, has been sustained alone by the irresistible 
energies of Mr. Biddle. His stock has been immense, 
and he would not submit to the sacrifice, and he was 
not compelled to submit forthwith. However, to sus- 
tain the market forever, specie going out all the while, 
was a thing impossible. The cotton market began to 
droop. This effort of his withthe Bank of England, 
this reconciliation, may have been to save it; and it 
may be that it will be kept stationary, the orders being 
countermanded for the exportation of specie—for there 
is no law of political economy more sound than that 
which compels the products of a country to submit to 
sacrifices when it demands in exchange for them the 
precious metals, and not !abor and ekill 
Of the wisdom of Mr. Biddle’s policy in waiting for 
another crop before the resumption of specie payments, 
when all the banks of all the states could resume at 
once, we have never had a doubt. Of the admirable 
manner in which he has carried through the storm 
every solvent merchant of his own city, all Philadel- 
phia speaks with pride and exalted satisfaction, as it 
contrasts its own condition with the mischievous rash- 
ness, by a violent contraction of the currency, has in- 
flicted here. But as New Yorkers, we were compell- 
ed toresume—crop or nocrop. The law and the bond 
were before us—and “the laws of Venice,” we were 
told, must be carried out. 
We may brag as much as we please, but none but 
the capitalist can cry “land ho!” till the south, south- 
west, and west, resume withus. There is no land ho! 
in this city yet for the laboring man; none for the mas- 
ter mechanic—none for the dry goods merchant, or 
merchants who deal with distant states; and thus while 
the capitalist may be on his land, the great mass of the 
people are yet thrashing about in the bog. They can 
begin to cry land ho! when the states resume; then, and 
not tillthen. But the first real land, the undoubted 
terra firma, will be when we go back on the back track, 
just where George Washington and James Madison 
piloted us, whence the experiment enticed us away. | 
Among the other curious movements of the times, is 
a petition now in circulation in this city, soliciting Mr. 
Biddle to establish a branch of his bank, or a_ bank, in 
this city, under a general banking law. Politically and 
commercially speaking, this is one of the phenomena 
of the day! To say the least, after all the hard hits he 
has here, and the way we have legislated him out of 


|our domain, the spectacle of his coming thus back 


would be a curious one. But mercantile men have the 
greatest confidence in his foresight and sagacity.— 
Whatever be the differences of opimon about this po- 
licy as a Pennsylvanian, there is none of his skill as a 
financier for the section of country he works in. The 
stock of his bank is lively to-day, as_well it may be— 
for with this last importation of 2 he has about 
five millions in specie. [New York Express. 


Sales at New York, May 9. 


150 shares U. S. Bank, 116 a 116 3-4 
60 do Amer. trust, 100 1-2 
Treasury notes—$1,300 of treasury notes were sold 
| this morning at 99 5-8. 

Sales at Philadelphia, May 9. 
129 shares U. S. Bank, 119 1-4a 119 1-2 


New York, May 10. A small improvement in the 
rates of Domestic exchange, has taken place on the 
following cities, within the last few days; on other 
places the rates continue the same. We now quote: 
drafts on Baltimore, at 3 1-2 a 4; Richmond, 5 a 6; 
Charleston, 5 a 7; Cincinnati, 8 a 9, and on Michigan 
generally 10 a 15 per cent. discount. ‘The discount on 
Philadelphia and United States bills advanced 1-4 per 
cent yesterday, say to 4 percent. This advance how- 
ever, will not, it is likely, become established. 


Mammoth bank. It is estimated in the New York 
Commercial Advertiser that since the passage of the 
general banking law of that state, “the leading capi- 
talists of the city have been engaged in frequent and 
anxious consultations with a view of constitut- 
ing such a bank as New York wants and must have.” 
The editors state that the | porno have been ad- 
meee and the scheme will go into operation, and they 
add: 

“We shall have a bank of forty or fifty millions—a 
bank that will take the lead of the union—and which, 
in the absence of a national bank, will be the next 
best engine of currency to such an institution —With 
such a bank New York will soon again resume her 
onward career as the commercial queen of the west; 





tions ) anger York—the importatjons from the conti- 
nent filling all the vacuum. 


the clouds yet hanging over her prosperity will be dis- 
pelled, and her proud pre-eminence will be gustained.” 
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Lieutenant Hoskin, commander of the “Great 
Western” steam ship, and Richard Irvin, esquire, 
agent for the company, gave a liberal enter- | 
tainment yesterday to the corporation, and a 
an number of other guests on board their 

oating palace. The ship was anchored in 
the East river near Judd’s wharf, and the guests 
were again indebted to the courtesy of captain 
Stringham for the use of the fleet of navy yard 
barges. The whole ship is an object of admira- 
tion; but the two parts which attract particular at- 
tention, are the engine room and the cabin. The 
machinery all works under deck, and is so placed 
that persons walk in the midst of it, and see its ope- 
rations most fully. Its massiveness and appear- 
ance of herculean strength are the first things 
which catch the attention, and next the perfection 
of the workmanship displayed in i*s construction. 
The cabin is like the drawiug room of a lord, pos- 
sessing so many objects to notice, that description 
would be sufficient, of itself, for an article. 

But to the collation. After the company bad in 
some degree satisfied their appetites with the pro- 
visions around them, alderman Hoxie called their 
attention while he gave the toast— 

“Victoria Regina—the dominion of youth and 
beauty now extends around the world.” 

Mr. Buchanan, her Britannic majesty’s consul 
said he felt most grateful and most happy at the 
cordial manner in which the sentiment had been re- 
ceived, and he knew that the queen herself would 
be delighted to witness this scene. He gave “The 
president of the United States, and the country over 
which he presides.” 

Lieut. Hoskin gave **The mayor and city of New 
York: ” and he took occasion tu express his ac- 
knowledginnts for the unexpected attentions with 
which the arrival of hisship had been noticed. He 
also thanked capt. Stringham, and the officers of 
the American navy, for their great attentions; and 
an as Officer of the British navy himself, on half 
pay, he hoped the officers of the two nations 
might never come into any other than friendly col- 
lision. 

Captain Stringham said that he trusted Ameri- 
can officers would ever be found ready to respond 
to that friendly sentiment in sincerity and truth. 

By president Duer, of Columbia college: <The 
Great Western, and her junction with the Great 
Eastern.” 

The British consul alluded to the very little time 
which was now necessary to pass from the rivers 
of England to the sources of the great Miasissippi— 
only three or four weeks. He spoke of Michigan 
and gave a toast to her and her chief magistrate who 
was sitting near. 


Governor Mason said he did not flatter himself | 


that he could say any thing that would compen- 
sate the company for the suspension of their festivi- 
ties, but he should do injustice to himself and his 
state, if he failed to reciprocate, most heartily, the 
kind expressions of the representative, on this occa- 
sion, of England’s queen. Some circumstances 
had transpired not long ago, in his neighborhood, 
which had, for a short time, produced some irrita- 
tion. But he trusted those events would be found 
to have produced only a slight ruffle on the sur- 


face, and would never disturb the deep current of | contending against manv difficulties, their unusual 


mutual friendship between the two nations. He 
gave “Old England—Honor to her just achieve- 
ments in every field of fame.” 


tween the citizens of twu great nations, on oppo- 


must have raised in the minds of all Americans a 
consciousness that the treatment of our nation to- 
wards the defenceless nativeson this continent wasin 
marked and dishonorable contrast with our profes- 
sions. Both nations might well indeed stop their 
professions, and hide their heads, at any oceurrence 
which should bring to remembrance the cruelty 
with which they have sacrificed all the rights of fee- 
ble nations. Mr. Tallmadge, alderman elect for the 
ninth ward, gave the “health of John Ridge, one of 
the. principe) chiefs of the Cherokee nation.” 

. Ridge then rose and made a speech which 
occupied ten minutes, and which was certainly one 
of the most sensible and eloquent speeches of the 
eh He said there was one way, and but one, to 
subdue the natives of the forest, and that was by 
friendship. That, sooner than submit to any other 
subjugation, his nation would fly to the proudest 
peaks of the Rocky Mountains, and there breath 
the air of liberty. 

One of the founders of the original packet lines 
from the city of New York being mentioned, Mr. 
Isaac Bell rose and said he was the only survivor 
of all the men who established either the Liverpool 
or Havre lines. 

The company were on board nearly three hours, 
and came away highly gratified. To-day the ladies 
are invited. 

Departure of the Great Western. The steam pack- 
et Great Western sailed from New York on Mon- 
day last. The event created a great sensation in that 
city, and was witnessed by thousands of citizens who 
thronged the wharves, steamboats, &c. The follow- 
ing brief, but graphic account, is from the New York 
American of Tuesday. 

Yesterday was a jubilee for New York. After a 
dreary easterly storm, the waters of our bay, ruffled by 
a fresh westerly breeze and dancing in the bright sun- 
light, were animated by one of those striking spectacles 
which they alone can furnish forth. A fleet of twelve 
steamboats, numerous sail vessels, and rowboats, assem- 
bled to witness the departure of the great trans-Atlantic 
steamer; While a vast proportion of the populaton of a 


piers, and loaded, absolutely loaded, on board the con- 
voying steamboats. 

About one o’clock, Broadway was thronged with 
carriages and pedestrians, in asteady and unreturning 
stream ourails the battery; and, when two o’clock, 
the hour of departure of the Great Western, had arrived, 
there seemed not a foot of ground on or around the 
battery unoccupied by a human being. 

Punctually at the hour, the noble ship dressed out 
in colours, put off from the pier, and swept up the north 
river; the Providence, the New York, the Vanderbilt, 
the Highlander, the American Eagle, the Sun, the Ar- 
row, the Brooklyn, the Hoboken, and several other 
steamboats, all decorated with colors, and many having 
on board bands of music, put out from different 
wharves, and circling around, formed for those on 
shore a beautiful coup d’eil, while, in turn, the living 
pyramids at Castle Garden, and the sea of human faces 
| presented by a glance at the receding land, gave back 
a not less striking picture to those afloat 

When the Great Western turned her head seaward, 
and put herself serioulsy to the work, she astonished all 
' by her speed—keeping way with the fastest boats, and 
| putting those not so fast, and very deeply laden with 
passengers, to their best efforts. Itis true they were 


freight, and the impossibility of preserving an even keel, 
the passengers naturally thronging the side toward the 
Great Western, proved serious obstacles to their rapid 





The health of Mr. Webster was given by lieut. 


Hoskins, and was received with great cheering. | 


Mr. Webster expressed his gratitude to lieut. Hos- 
kin for the pleasure of visiting his splendid vessel. 
It is our fortune, said Mr. W., to live at a new 
epoch. We behold two continents approaching each 
other. The skill of your countrymen, sir, and my 
countrymen, is annihilating space. Born on oppo- 
site sides of the earth, we are here together, though 
you left home but yesterday. We are glad to see 
you. Weare glad of any means by which the in- 
tercourse may be facilitated between the country 
which is the centre of the commercial nations of 
the earth, and this, which is the commercial coun- 
try of the west, Mr. Webster made some remarks 
on the prospective benefits to arise from the deve- 
lopements of the powers of steam, but soon sat down, 
as he was oppressed by a severe cold. 

Mr. Bradish, speaker of the assembly, on his 
health being drank, made a short, but eloquent 
speech. So did H. Maxwell, esq. of this city 
We are unable, from want of time, to give even a 
sketch of their remarks. 

One of the most interesting circnmstances of the 
occasion, and the only one which produced any 
feelings but those of congratulation, was the pre- 
aence of John Ridge, one of the principal chiefs 
of the Cherokees. While the muiual congratula- 


| progress. 
The whole squadron flew down the bay, a New Jer- 
'sey pilot boat under all sail, with a glorious breeze keep- 
ing headway with thei, until abrest of the Narrows, 
‘when the Great Western stopped her wheels, and the 
| Providence ran along side to take off the returning pas- 


number, it necessarily occupied some time, the other 
boats al! gathered close around her, like a convoy 
around the admiral; and while thus grouped, a fine 
ship, the Christopher Colon, from the Havana, came in 
from sea, ail sails set, and added nota little to the pic- 
ture by rounding to, as she passed, to permit her way- 
-| farers to admire the unwonted pageant. 

Having surrendered up those who were mere ama- 

teurs, the Great Western again got under way, and 
yut forth with buoyant speed and high hope upon her 
ow and pathless voyage, cheered, certainly, by as 
hearty and unanimous good wishes as ever accompani- 
ed ndeeithireus voyagers. 

It was a proud day in New York, and duly celebrat- 
ed. Itisthe begining, indeed, of a new era for our whole 
country, for while for all purposes of safe political, and 
national isolation, the great ocean yet flows between 
us and the old world, for all the purposes of social com- 
munication, of rapid and _civilizing commercial inter- 
course, of the progress of mind, of strengthening and 
expanding mutual respect and affection, it may almost 
be said to be annihilated. 

The Great Western carries out more than seventy 





{ 


site sides of the Atlantic, the presence of Ridge | ers at the rates charged for packet ships. 


great cily was poured out upon the battery and the | 


sengers. While this was in progress, and from the | 





162 
———_. 
From the New York Journal of Commerce. tions, and pledges of friendship were going on be-| We are informed that the Marine insurance 
THE GREAT WESTERN. < Aghe nee compa. 


nies have resolved to take risks in the first class steq,), 


The following addenda are from the Commercial] Ad. 
vertiser: 

Among the smaller articles of freight which the Wes. 
em carries Out, is one which will be a novelty in Epo. 
land. It is a beautiful boguet of flowers, cuiled from 
Mr. Thorburn’s garden at Halleti’s cove, and is intend. 
ed for the queen. It was enclosed in a tin case, her. 
metically sealed with a plate glass cover. It was pre. 
pared at the suggestion of lieut. Carpenter, and so pre. 
pared thatit is hoped it will be preserved with freshness 
to be presented- next week to the queen, at Windsor 
easile. It will be the first nosegay which her maiesiy 
“a received from the gardens of her wesiern neigh- 

ors. 

Thus has ended the first visit of Mr. John Bull in 
his steamers—and a proud visit it has been. He has 
shown us specimens of his workmanship in the steajn. 
ing line, vieing wiih—nay, surpassing, any niachinery 
of the kind ever seen in this country. A single glance 
at this ponderous machinery, and the perfection of the 
workmanship, at once satisfies the beholder of its 
strength and safety. And the moment the machinery 
begins to move, the opinion is confirmed. Notwit)- 
standing its power, not a jar is heard; and those accus- 
tomed to the clacking of the machinery of American 
boats, and the jarring of every stroke, would be aston- 
ished on board the Great Western, at the silencce and 
stillness of the motion. While at table yesterday, ata 
speed which kept ahead of our swiftest boats, the pas. 
sengers supposed the ship had stopped, because of jts 
entire stillness. 

Itis estimated in the N. Y. Express that the Great 
Western carried out 20,000 letters. The steamer sailed 
so late that jetters were taken in until nearly 2 P. M. 
A large amount of bills were purchased in the tore- 
noon and despatched by this vessel. Bills on London 
sold at 106 1-4 a 106 1-2, which is about the rate they 
siood at. ; 





FOREIGN NEWS. 


The packet ship United States, at New York, 
sailed from Liverpool on the 9th April, and brings 
London papers to the 8th inclusive. , 
We see no confirmation of the statement that the 
Bank of England had resolved to ship no more 
bullion to the United States. 

Earl Durham and his lady were to leave London 
| April 12, for Portsmouth to embark in the Hastings 
ship of the line for Canada. 

The horrid story is reiterated by the’ Paris cur- 
respondent of the Londen Times, viz: 

‘Count Anatole Demidoff has again written to 
the Journal des Debats, alluding to the transporta- 
tion of 600 young Polish women to the camp of 
W vesnesenk, and repeating his surprise that any 
one should continue to disbelieve that statement. 
Now, on the very highest authority, I reiterate that 
the wholesale abduction in question did take place, 
and with your perinission I shall re-state that a 
great number of those unfortunate young persons 
were carried off from the confiscated estates of 

rince Czartoryski; that the victims to whom the 

orrible preference was given were youvg married 
women, that they were habited in the Russian 
costume, and not as Tyrolese (as mentioned in the 
French paper.) None of them have since returned 
to their homes.” 

Much alarm continued to prevail at Paris at the 
extent to which stuck jobbing is carried on in 
shares of joint stock companies. 

On the extraordinary circular letter of M. Mar- 
tin (du Nord) on the state of our banks, we find 
the following: 

“It appears that this alarming communication 
was duly appreciated at Havre, and those other 
ports in France where the merchants being in di- 
rect and daily communication with the United 
States’ agents and correspondents, were able to 
| correct the statements and impressions contained 1! 
the ministerial circular. According to some it- 
formation which we find inthe Commerce on this 
head, Lyons does not appear to have been so for- 
tunate owing to her communications with America 
being less direct than the sea port towns, and being 
already creditors to a very large amount, the man- 
ufacturers of that city, alarmed by the representa- 
tions of the French minister of commerce, refused 
to execute some very large orders for silks which 
had arrived and which consequently have been un- 
dertaken in another country, where the Americans 
enjoy better credit. That paper concludes by 
asking what is the use of a minister of commerce 
whose acts are shown by the above facts to be s° 
far from affording protection to manufactures and 
commerce, that they have only tended to mislead 
and depress the staples of the kingdom. 

Henry Howittson, esq. deceased, of Westmore- 
land, has left 800,0001 , the largest fortune ever ac- 








cabin passengers. 


He was formerly gold lace man to the king. 


cumulated by a private individual in that shire. 
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Over 80 persons have died at Worcester of the hope to obtain them in time to forward by the | 


snall pox. The Metropolitan police of the last 
rear cost 220,0001, ; Che deposites in the Savings | 
Bank of England for 1337, were over twenty and | 
a half millions sterling, being 99,0001, over 1336. | 
Tue coronation of V ictoria is fixed lor June 26th. | 
[t is propos ‘din parliament to abolish altogether | 
the punisiimeat of transportation, substituting a 
veneral syste of imprisonment. 
°'The king of Hanover has prohibited all Hano- | 
yerians froin studying at Leipsic. ae. 

Loatoa, April 7. Chere is no alteration in the 
character of the commercial! money market, and, 
thoush inoney is to be well employed—bills with 
good names may be done at 3 percent. In the 
foreign exchanges we have had but very little busi- 
ness, and the rates continue rather against the 
eguntry; althongh the shipments of manufactured 
guoils haveratherincreased. This anomaly can on- 
ly be accounted for by the fact, that lately there have 
h2en more dealings in foreign securities and shares. 

The increasing disposition to invest in the Bri- 
tish securities, to which we referred last evening, 
has been more strongly manifested this day on the 
English stock exchange, and, in consequence, con- 
sols have advanced in value, although the public 
revenue has showa strong symptoms of being on 
the wane. 

Tie Orpheus, the New Yor packet of the 16th 
nit. was telegraphed oif Holyhead at 1 o’clock 
yesterday, but she had not reached Liverpool up to 
midnight. 

London, April7. Money market. The English 
stock market, which was feeble in the early part of 
the week, has, during the last two days, evinced a 
much firmer appearance; and, though the business 
has not been extensive, prices are ail higher. Ex- 
chequer bills are 64 to 66, and India bonds have 
been done at 70 pin. Money still continues abun- 
dant, and thongh there has been a considerable ex- 
portation of bullion to America, the influx of the 
precious metals from the continent has been quite 
sufficient to meet the demand thus occasioned. 

Liverpool colton market, April 7. There has been 
a considerable extent of business transacted in 
cotton this week, and in the commencement the 
demand was not so freely supplied by holders, and 
full prices were obtained for American; but during 
the last few days there has been more disposition 
{o effect sales, and the market closes heavily at the 
quotations of last week. Surat is in good demand 
without change in’ price. The sales of the week 
amount to 23.169 bales, including 3,000 American 
on speculation, and 990 American, 359 Surat for 
export. 339 Sea Island. 17 to 33d; 8,210 upland, 
5 1-2 to8 1-2; 2,049 Mobile, &c. 5 to 9 1-2; 11,589 
New Orleans, 5 1-8 to 7 1-2; 1,200 Egyptian, 8 to 
12 1-2, 

The cotton market is dull and spiritles3, and 
prices rather tending downwards. The sales of 
to-day are 3,000 bags, including 200 American on 
speculation. 

Liverpool, April 7. Tobacco. The sales amount 
to 169 hhds., of which 10 hhds. are for Ireland, 
and the reinainder for the home trade. 








BLOCKADE OF THE MEXICAN PORTS. 


U. 8S. frigate Constellation, 
Pensacola bay, April 25, 1838. 


schooner. 

There are no merchant vessels of any nation now 
in port, and but one Aimerican—the Ann Eliza, of 
New York—expected. The blockade will be rigid 
as respects merchants vessels, but none others. 
The French force consists at present of one frigate 
and five brigs: another frigate daily expected. A 
gun brig will .eave this evening, with despatches 
for the French minister in the United States, for 
Pensacola. 

The Concord is here, and I shall direct captain 
Fitzhugh to proceed off Tampico, communicate 
with our consul there, and proffer any assistance 
that our countrymen there may require at his hands. 
I shallremain with this ship here, until the excite- 
ment that the blockade may create on shore has sub- 
sided; and then, if the presence of a vessel of war 
be no longer necessary, proceed to the coast of Tex- 
as in prosecution of your further orders. Very re- 
spectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

SAML. L. BREESE. 
Commodore A.J. DALLAs, 
Com’d’g U.S. Na. Fo.in W. In. & Gulf of Mexico. 


Station of the Gulf of Mexico, 

On boardhis majesty’s frigate l’ Hermione, at anchor 

off Sacrificios, April 16, 1838. 

The commander of thestation of the gulfof Mex- 
ico has the honor to inform captain Breese, of the 
sluop of war Ontario, that he has just made known 
to the Mexican government the blockade of all the 
ports of the republic. He sends enclosed a copy of 
the circular addressed by himself and the tinister 
pl -nipotentiary of France co the French consuls es- 
tablished in Mexico; and at the same time he begs 
captain Breese to accept the assurance of his dis- 
tinguished consideration. BAZOCHE. 
Circular agreed upon between the minister plenipo- 

tentiary of France, in Mexico, and the commander 

of the naval station, notifying the French consuls 
established in Mexico of the declaration of the block- 
ade of all the ports of the republic. 

In consequence of the rejection of the ultimatum 
addressed on the 21st of the last month to the Mexi- 
can government, by order of the king’s government, 
it has been determined that the ports of Mexico 


The orders received by the commander, Bazoche, 
| for the execution of the duty committed to him, are, 
as you see, sir, from the annexed extract of the des- 
patch sent to me by Baron de Deffaudis, entirel 
conformable with the liberal principles professed by 
France on the subject of blockades; and they are 
drawn up in such a manner as to preserve neutrals, 
especially the vessels of the United States, from all 
restraints and vexations (entraves) which are not 
absolutely indispensable for the attainment of the 
lawful ends proposed by the king’s government. 
On addressing you, sir, this communication, I 
have the honor to request that you would be so kind 
as to acknowledge the receipt of it as soon as possi- 
ble, in order that the brig l’Eclipse may not be de- 
tained at Pensacola waiting for my answer longer 
than necessary. 

I avail myself, sir, of this occasion to renew to 
you assurances of my high consideration. 


E. DE PONTOIS. 
To the hon. J. Forsytn, 
Secretary of state of the United States. 





Extract from the despatch of the Baron de Deffaudis, 
dated April 15, 1838. 

“On board his majesty’s frigate 1’Hermione, at 
anchor off Sacrificios, near Vera Cruz. 

‘“‘1, No neutral vessel proceeding towards the en- 
trance of the blockaded ports shall be detained or 
captured, if she has not previously received from 
one of the vessels of the French division a special 
notification of the existence of the blockade. This 
notification shall be, moreover, inserted in writin 
on the muster roll of the neutral vessel by the crui- 
ser which meets her; and it shall contain the an- 
nouncement, together with statements of the day 
and the latitude in which it was made. 

«2. Neutral vessels which may be already in one 
of the ports of the republic before the blockade of 
such port, will have full liberty to depart, with or 
without cargo, during fifteen days, dated from that 
upon which the blockade is established. 

“3. The ports of Vera Cruz and Tampico will 
remain entirely free for the entrance and departures of 
the post office, military and non-commercial packet 
vessels. 

“4, The ports of the Mexican republic shall re- 
main entirely free for the entrance and departure of 


shall be ismmediately blockaded, for the purpose of | Mexican boats exclusively engaged in fishing, un- 


preventing all entry to or departure fro: them. 

In this state of things, the Baron Deffaudis and 
the commander Bazoche have adopted the follow- 
ing principles for the blockade: 

1. No neutral vessel proceeding towards the en- 
trance of the blockaded ports shall be detained or 
captuied, if she bas not previously received from 
one otf the vessels of the French division a special 
notification of the existence of the blockade. This 


on the muster roll of the neutral vessel, by the crui 
ser which meets her; and it shall contain the an- 


and the latitude in which it was made. 


upon which the blockade is established. 


main entirely free for the entrance and departure o 


























Sir: The Grampus has this moment returned 
from Vera Cruz, and brings the enclosed papers, be- 
ing a report from commander Breese, dated the 16th 


enclosed, from the French commandant off Vera 
Craz, declaring a blockade of all the ports of Mex. 
ico. The ultimatum and reply mentioned by com- 
mander Breese were not forwarded by him, but I 
understand they will be found in a package of pa- 
pers from our consul! at Vera Cruz to the secreta- 
ry ofstate, which I this day transmit by the regu- 
lar mail. 

The Ontario and Concord are now in the gulf, the 
first at Vera Cruz, and the latter off Tampico. 

Tie Vandalia sails to-morrow or next day for the 


the British post office, military, and non-commer 


| as , 
| cial packet vessels. 


| 4. The ports of the Mexican republic shall re 
instant, and copy of a letter to him, with cirenlar | 


inain entirely free for the entrance and departure o 
Mexican boats exclusively engaged in fishing, un 
less the French naval division should be hereafte 
forced, in retaliation, to withdraw this benevolen 
disposition. 


| Translation of a note [to Mr. Forsyth] from th 
a document. 


| to accept the ultimatum, addressed, with the vie. 


less the French naval division should be hereafter 
foreed, in retaliation, to withdraw this benevolent 
disposition.” 

You see, sir, that M. Bazoche is desirous of con- 
fining himself to the employment of the mildest 
measures of restraint, for the purpose of obtaining 
the reparation due by the Mexican government to 
France, unless fresh attacks upon the persons or 
property of the king’s subjects residing in Mexico 


notification shall be, moreover, inserted in writing | should require him to adopt means decidedly se- 


vere. Now this persistence in the system of mo- 
deration, indicated by my ultimatum, is rendered 











nouncement, together with statements of the day | worthy of praise, after the recent conduct of the 


| Mexican government, which, in tolerating (if it did 


2. Neutral vessels which may be already in one | not even provoke, by its official writings, ) the pub- 
of the ports of the republic before the blockade of | lication of the most odious calumnies respecting our 
such port, will have full liberty to depart, with or | intentions to conquer the country, to dismember its 
without cargo, during fifteen days, dated from that | territory, ete. did not hesitate to expose to the fury 


of the populace, with the sole end of maintaining it- 


3. The ports of Vera Cruz and Tampico will re- | self in power, not only our countrymen, but like- 


f | wise all foreigners established in the territory of the 
-|republic. This conduct is essentially contrary to 
the laws of honor, of civilization, and of humanity. 
-| You also see, sir, from the principles adopted b 
f M. Bazoche as the rules of his conduct, that it is 
- our desire to preserve neutrals from all the restric- 
r\ tions and difficulties (entraves) which are not abso- 
t|lutely indispensable for the purpose which we are 
| endeavoring lawfully to effect. [am also happy to 
| be able to state to you a circumstance which proves 
ejour sincerity upon this point, especially so far as 











minister plenipotentiary of France, accompanied by \ relates to Americans. On this very day, the com- 


mander of the sloop of war Ontario called on us on 


Str: The Mexican government having refused | board of the frigate l’Hermione, to speak to us re- 


v | specting the approaching arrival of the packet Ann 


of effecting a reconciliation, to it on the 21st of | Eliza, engaged in commerce, and in carrying letters 


coast of Texas and Mexico. | March last, by the French government, the king’s| from New York. We were obliged to express to 
I have honor to be, very respectfuly, your obedi- | minister in Mexico, who is at this moment on board | him our regret at the necessity under which we 
ent servant, A.J. DALLAS. | the frigate ’Hermione, has just communicated to|should be of forbidding this vessel from entering 
Hon. Mauton DICKERSON, me, by means of the armed brig l’Eclipse, sent for | Vera Cruz, as we should also do with regard to our 
Sec’y of the navy, Washington, D. C. | the purpose to Pensacola, this refusal, as also the | own mail packets from Havre. But we have, at the 
: — | measures which it had induced capt. Bazoche, the |same time, promised that officer, at his own re- 
U.S. ship Ontario, Sacrificios, April 16, 1838. | commander of the French naval forces, to employ; | quest, to allow the consignee of the Ann Eliza to 
Str: I despatch the Grampus to apprize you that | and I hasten, sir, agreeably to his majesty’s orders, | communicaae with her at sea, to receive her letters, 
the French minister, Baron Deffandis, received yes-|to make known to the government of the United | and to give instructions with regard to her future 
terday from Mexico the reply of this government | States the following official notification. | destination. 
to his ultimatum, which not proving satisfactory, it All the ports of Mexico are declared to be ina Accept, sir, etc. 











BN. DEFFAUDIS. 


has been determined to commence immediately the 
blockade of the ports of the republic. Herewith T 
Sendthe French commander’s circular to that effect. 


state of blockade. This blockade is rendered effec- 
tive (or to be enforced) with regard to Vera Cruz 
from and after the 15ih of the last month, and has 


The French consul-general has forwarded us, 
says the New York Sunday News, some documents 








have requested our consul to procure a copy of| doubtless been since extended to the other ports of | which we have translated for the benefit of our rea- 
the French ultimatum, and the reply thereto, andj the republic. ders: 
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[TRANSLATION. ] 
Office of the French consul general. 
New York, May 5, 1838 

Mr. Eptror—You will oblige me, by publish- 
ing in your valuable paper, for the benefit of those 
merchants of New York who are engaged in coim- 
meree with France, an official communication 
which I have just received from his excellency, 
the minister plenipotentiary of France at Washing- 
ton, relative to the blockade of the Mexican ports 
by the French squadron, underthe command of ad- 
miral Bazoche. . 

Accept, sir, the assurance of my high considera- 
tion. 

L. DE LA FOREST, consul-general. 

To the editor of the Sunday Morning News. 


Copy of an official communication addressed by the 
the minister plenipotentiary from France at Wash- 
ington, to the consul-general for France at New 


York. 

Washington, May 3, 1838. 

Srr—The Mexican government having rejected 
the ultimatum, which, in the spirit of conciliation, 
had been proifered to it by the French government 
under date of the 21st of March last, the king’s min- 
ister to Mexico, who is now on board the frigate 
Hermion, has just notified wwe that all the Mexican 
ports are declared to be in a state of blockade; 
that this blockade became effective, with respect to 
Vera Cruz, from the 16th of last month; and that 
there would not be any delay in extending it to the 
other ports of the republic. 

I have notified the (U.S.) government of this 
measure; and have advised it that the orders trans- 
mitted te the commander of the French fleet on the 
Mexican station, for the execution of the duties 
which have devolved upon him, are entirely in 
conformity with the liberal principles professed by 
France on the subject of blockading, and are framed 
in such a manner as to relieve neutral vessels from 
all hindrances which are not indispensable to the 
attainment of the legitimate ends contemplated by 
the government. 

I notify you of this measure, that you may take 
any steps that may be necessary for the interests of 
those of otir countrymen who may be residents in 
New York. 

Accept, sir, &c. 
(Signed ) E. DE PONTOIS. 


From the Globe of Monday night, 7th inst. 

We have received a copy from a recent corres- 
pondence between the French minister, the Baron 
de Detfaudis, and the minister of foreign affairs of 
Mexico, in relation to the claims of France upon 
that government, from which we may hereatter 

ublish extracts. In the meantime, we insert a 
basty translation of the manifesto of the president 
of the republic, issued after the correspondence 
had been brought to a close. 


A translated copy of the manifesto of the president of 
the Mexican republic to the nation. 

Mexicans: If it be the sacred duty of the chiefs 
of free nations to address their tellow-citizens 
when an internal danger is about to compromise 
their interest and happiness, this obligation takes 
a more august and more national character when 
an external war is threatened. Then the voice of 
the chief magistrate is the centre of all opinions, of 
all parties; and without the odious distinctions of 
civil war, calls all to defend the dignity, the rights, 
and the honor of their country. 

You are already aware of the deplorable state of 
our relations with France, and have been able te 
appreciate the conduct of the government, who 
have employed every method which their noble 
and amicable sentiments could inspire, to prevent 
the hostile measures which at length the French 
cabinet have adopted. Without hearing our min- 
ister, whose mission had for its object tu regulate 
our relations, and found them upon a more firm and 
solid basis; without knowing the intentions of the 
republican government, disposed at all times to 
satisfy just and rational claims; without dates or 
sufficient information upon the state of the negotia- 
tions, orders a naval force upon our coast, and de- 
mands, with violence, pecuniary indemnifications, 
the removal from office of our magistrates, and 
such concessions as will cause a general alarm in 
the continent of America. The document pub- 
lished by the minister of foreign affairs will give 
you every information, and arouse your zeal and 
your patriotism. 

It would be useless to manifest to you the neces- 
sity of contesting upon the ultimatum ofthe French 
governinent, in the terms used in the respective 
communication of the minister of foreign affairs. 
There is not, I do not a moment donbt, one single 
Mexican, who does not think as thinks, and feel as 
fsels, the goverment, The honor of an indepen- 


dent nation is so delicate, that the least fault which 
might stain it would cover it with infamy. 

The blockade of our ports, to deprive the nation 
of a part of its pecuniary resources, is about to be 
put in effect by the French naval force. With this 
it is intended to compel the government to accede 
to the pretensions of the ultimatum, with assurance 
that it will be continued until those pretensions are 
fully complied with. 

othing ought to intimidate us, because, in sim- 
ilar circumstances, the nation will not be deficient 
of any auxiliaries that may be necessary; and even 
should she be deficient, would she, in one solitary 
difficulty, give up her national patriotism? The 
Mexicans know how to suffer every class of priva- 
tion; and these, so far from cooling their enthu- 
siasm, only excites their rage against an unjust ag- 
gression. 

Mexicans: Let us prepare ourselves for the de- 
fence of the choicest blessings enjoyed by a free 
people—liberty and honor—and confide in the de- 
cision of the government and of the congress to 
obey the national vote. From this moment ought 
to be extinguished every species of odium and re- 
sentment which unfortunately has divided the mem- 
bers of the same family; and, in your name, I de- 
clare him a traitor who shall foment disunion or 
discord. 

Manifest to the world that generosity forms your 
character, and that the world knows nothing of you 
when it attempts to present you as men who pos- 
sess but a small portion of hospitality and civiliza- 
tion, that the French citizens who reside in our ter- 
ritory, and under the protection of our laws and 
authorities, may never have to lament the least 
aggravation on our part. Treat them with due 
consideration, and do not stain with the least 
blemish the character of the Mexican nation. 

We feel sensible. we cannot conceal it, that we 
have for our enemy the government of one the 
most powerful and ae nations; bat if the 
differences which now exist have to be decided by 
justice, patriotisin, and above all, the protection of 
Providence, we inay count on the termination being 
crowned with success, and exhibit to the world 
that the abuse of foreign power is not capable of 
changing the glorious destinies of the republic. 

Disposed as rnuch for an honorable peace as de- 
cided for an eternal war, your president will omit 
nothing on his part to prevent any new difficulties 
that may tend+to prolong a state so prejudicial to 
the interests of both countries. Nor does he lose 
the hope that, in the end, will be re-established 
that friendship and harmony which is of so much 
importance to both governments. If it were not 
thus, and if the blessings of peace have to be sa- 
crificed in order not to submit to ignominy and in- 
famy, let us all unite in the same spirit of 1821; 
when, full of confidence in the justice of our cause, 
we declared to the world to sacrifice our existence, 
if it be necessary; and the first to do sois your 
president and friend, 

ANASTASIO BUSTAMENTE. 

Palacio of the national government, Mexico, 
March 3lst, 1838. 


MR. BARNEY’S LETTER. 
To Witt1aAmM Lorman, Esa. 
President of the Bank of Ballimore. 

Sir: Recognising in you the president of the 
oldest, most prosperous, and best conducted bank- 
ing institution of the state—a public and patriotic 
citizen, whose enlarged and liberal views bave con- 
tributed more than any other to advance my native 
city to her present elevated position, an exemplar 
in private life of all domestic virtues—a gentleman 
whom from boyhood I have respected and esteem- 
ed, I address you at this epoch. teeming with 
events intimately connected with the future pros- 
perity of our beloved country. 

The generous devotion of our banking institu- 
tions in sacrificing their high standing in consent- 
ing to be proclaimed bankrupt, in order to save 
the commercial community, has received, as it 
merrited, the approbation of ail intelligent men, 
and the result has proved their sagacity, solvency, 
and solidity. 

Indebted to the general government fifty mil- 
lions, forty-four of which have been promptly paid, 
and the balance secured under the provisions of the 
act of Congress of October last, in a manner so 
satisfactory as to leave no apprehension of any ul- 
timate loss; thus proving themselves the only safe 
and appropriate depositories of the public revenues. 
To entitle them to a continuance, and to ensure a 
return to one currency for the government and the 
oh viz. that of the notes of specie-paying 

anks, it is indispensable that they should promptly 
resume, 

To indicate the means by which this desirable 
end can be attained, is the object of the present 








communication. 


ee 

Confidence, universal and all-pervading, must 
first be restored. Confidence, in the transactions 
of life, is a better cireulating medium than golq 
or silver, and it is a mystery how an article, yal. 
ueless in itself, should bave become, by common 
consent, the representative and uniform standard 
of values among all the nations of the globe, bar. 
barian and civilized, Turk, Hottentot, Infidel, ang 
Christian. 

Commerce, that *‘wafts a sigh from Indus to the 
Pole”—commerce, the twin-sister of agriculture 
the handmaid of manufactures, (for not a vessej 
floats the ocean but is freighted with the produce 
of afertile soil, the labor and the industry of the 
loom and of the shuttle,)—commerce, which, by 
favilitating intercourse, creates an identity of inter. 
est that unites man to man, no matter how remote 
how varied the clime, or how difierent his habits 
and pursuits, has produced this great result, for the 
convenience of the human race. 

A portion of the precious metals has therefore 
‘become a necessary ingredient in the happiness of 
man. Their entire disappearance from circulation 
may be endured for a limited period, but cannot be 
submitted to when the causes which led to their 
being dispensed with have passed away. The 
= for united action has arrived. New York, 

eing a creditor state, is deeply interested in a re- 
turn to a sound currency ; every dollar received by 
her from her debtors is a loss on the legitimate pro- 
fits of her trade to the full amount of the depre- 
ciation. 

Her councils are regulated by practical, enlight- 
ened, and intelligent men. She knows her posi- 
tion, and understands her true interests. Antici- 
pating events, the vanlts of her moneyed institu- 
tions groan with ample stores of coin; with lavish 
hand she is prepared and willing to pour the m out,and 
fillevery exhausted stream with its joyous presence, 
The transition from gloom to glory will flash with 
the rapidity of a sun-beam, the moment assurance 
is given that other banks will follow suit within a 
limited time, say sixty days after the 10th May, 
and why not follow suit? Why, after she has made 
this sagacious move, permit yourselves to be 
checkmated in public opinion, and keep sbufiling 
the pack until January, when the game is in your 
hand, counting honors only, leaving the tricks to 
your revilers? Our country is in a condition re- 
quiring the aid of patriots and statesmen to sus- 
tain us through the crisis. 

The eternal snows which rest on the crater of 
| ZEtna give no indication of the voleanic fires which 
rage within; neither does our present peaceful at- 
titude indicate the storm which may overtake us. 
One territory has been scourged by war’s desola- 
lation. Although the blood and treasure of the 
nation has been poured on the sands of Florida, a 
most skillful officer gives his decided opinion that 
it will regire an army of twenty thousand men to 
extirpate our invisible, and, heretofore. invincible 
foes, who, springing from the grass like men of 
Dhu, mow down their adversaries, and retreat in 
safety to the everglades and swamps of their im- 
penetrable hammocks. 


A border war, touching three states, is threaten- 
ed by the determination of the Cherokees not to 
remove; and although the department bave wisely 
confided the control of all the military movements 
to the sagacity and firmness of the most humane 
and accomplished soldier of the age, (gen. Scott,) 
yet, as he has found it necessary to call out nine 
thousand militia,in addition to the volunteers and 
regulars placed at his command, when our whole 
southwestern fronticr is now the abode of ficrce 
warriors ready and willing to devastate its fertile 
fields and slumbering population, serious results 
may be anticipated. I will not allude to the ex- 
isting difficulties with great and powerful nations, 
but content myself with the expression of a con- 
viction that a crisis has arrived, requiring the com- 
bined efforts of every patriot to aid his country in 
preserving the blessings of peace and prosperily- 
Three years yet remain of the unexpired term ci 
this administration. Conversing with a distin- 
guished man, whom the sagacious and discerning 
Gallatin recently designated as the most accom- 
plished statesman of the age, he remarked, “your 
suggestions, if carried out, will insure the pros- 
perity of the country, and probably recall the 
waning popularity of the powers that now control 
its destinies. Be it so. Let the weal of the re- 
public be our motto; the wo result to us individually. 
Our country first and Jast, our individual exalta- 
tion weighs not a feather in the scale.”” The sen- 
timent was godlike—worthy of the man, and wor- 
thy of imitation and adopticn. 

The treasury designs to anticipate the instal- 
ment due by the United States Bank in September, 
1838, and 1839, of four millions, and the liquidated 
balances adjusted by the deposite banks of six mil- 
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aint secured to be paid within the same period. 
This is not creating a debt, it is precisely realizing 
an ainount due, as merchants practise every day in 
discounting their bills receivable. Ten millions 
more, however, will be required ere the year closes 
to meet the cost of Indian wars, and ordinary ex- 

itures. 

Pee the 31st December, the last instalment of the 
surplus is payable to the states, and must be dis- 
charged. They have appropriated and will enforce 
its payment. Thus, within eight months, will 

overnment securities be afloat to the amount of 
thirty millions. It should be a subject of rejoicing, 
rather than lamentation, for thereby we are secured 
against too rapid a diminution of the protective 
duties, which are indispensable to the preservation 
of our hoine industry, and at the same time it re- 
lieves us from the apprehension of a surplus, that 
apple of interminable discord. 

f the proper direction be given to these loans, 
they become a mine of wealth to our exhausted 
finances, provided the wants of the treasury be not 

er:nitted to absorb the little remaining floating 
capital left us, but be negotiated abroad, and thus 
cause the current of gold and silver to flow back 
froin Europe, until it be flood tide in every ex- 
haustee stream in our arid and parching land. 

A plethora now prevails on the other side of the 
Atlantic. The required regular specie balance in 
the Bank of England is five miilions sterling; by 
the latest accounts, they were shaking with an 
ague of apprehension at the prospect ofits swelling 
to twelve, thus leaving a dead weight of seven 
millions; and although they have ceased remitting 
to this country in consequence of the prospect of 
arise in exchange rendering it unprofitable, yet, 
when governinent securities shall gladden their 
eyes, most cheerfully will they hasten to supply 
our wants, knowing that their best customer once 
at ease, the benedictions of Manchester, Birming- 
ham, Shetfield, Liverpool, and London, will greet 
them in unmeasured terms for having restored to 
life, animation, and activity the best customers and 
consumers of their various fabrics of cotton, wool, 
and iron. Why has not the period arrived when 
all our banking institutions north of Georgia may 
resuine sitaultaneously? (South, their indebted- 
ness for heavy purchases of land and slaves at high 
prices require that another crop should be permit- 
ted to come into market before they are expected 
to co-operate.) 

An uncertainty as to the views of the general 
government has authorized delay. I feel, myself, 
fully justified in the assurance that all apprehen- 
sions on this score are atan end. I not only be- 
lieve, but know, that the members of the adminis- 
tration, whose peculiar province it is to regulate 
and control the finances, are not only sincerely de- 
sirous to aid the banks and the community in re- 
turning to specie payments, but will co-operate by 
every means in their power. 

That the notes of all sound, specie-paying banks 
will be received and disbursed by their agents, and 
no demand made for coin that can embarrass or 
derange any institution; and that if coin should be 
required to any amount for the mint, Indian annui- 
ties, or other disbursements, they will prefer to 
procure it abroad to drain the vaults of the banks. 
Not only this, but other and effectual means will 
be adopted tu preveat governinent securities which 
may hereafter be issued absorbing the floating cap- 
ital of the country, now so much reduced as to be 
inadequate to supply the commercial demand, 

By fire, by losses on cotton, bad debts in the 
south, decline in value of foreign importations, 
bank contractions of loans and circulation, the city 
of New York has bad eighty millions entirely an- 
nihilated within a few months. It is amazing how 
she sustains herself; she has bent to the storm, 
anc will rise with an elasticity that will evidence 
what enterprise, industry, and economy can ac- 
complish. 

Her return to prosperity commences with her re- 
sumption of specie payments. The experiment 
has satisfied the nation that banks are but another 
name for the republic. As stockholders, deposi- 
tors, borrowers of their capital, or holders and cir- 
culators of their notes, every man, woman, and 
child, is a banker, or interested in banks. 

Although the Gloee has heretofore shadowed 
out co ning events with unerring accuracy, it was 
at fault, but is now in position. 

Specie is sunerabundant. The Bank of Amert- 
ea,jn New York, has twelve hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars in its vaults, and only two hun- 
dred thousand in circulation. 

The elements of prosperity are rife in our be- 
loved country. We were drunk with prosperity, 
In New York, men driving their milk carts through 
the streets were poiated ont as worth $30,000; 
thay had refused thie su:n for their cow pastures: a 
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city twenty miles long had been laid out, capable 
of accommodating a population of twenty millions, 
and each lot worth five thousand dollars. 

Economy and industry now take the place of ex- 
travagance and speculation. We have rebounded, 
with an elasticity which has astonished the world, 
from distress and embarrassment unparralleled in 
the history of any commercial nation—are now at 
the foot of the ladder; ever step we take must be 
in the ascending scale. I confidently anticipate 
years of uninterrupted prosperity, equal to any we 
have ever known in the most palmy days of the 
republic. 

I come to the result. The death of the sub- 
treasury leaves in fullforce the act of 1816 recog- 
nising the notes of specie-paying banks as the 
currency of the country, receivable for all public 
dues; and Mr. Webster’s amendment, as adopted by 
the senate, repeals the specie circular in regard to 
public lands. Let congressional legislation sanc- 
tion the negotiation abroad of stocks or treasury 
notes. Then our banking institutions can at once 
follow the noble example set by New York. Con- 
fidence restored, specie will flow into their vaults, 
as the only safe depository, instead of being hoard- 
ed and watched in its hiding places by all the old 
women and feeble-minded men in town and coun- 
try. 

To consummate and render permanent our on- 
ward march to prosperity and happiness, one great 
measure remains to be achieved; and notwithstand- 
ing the unequivocal expressions of hostility by the 
present chief magistrate, to whose fiat the control- 
ling power is vested by the constitution, I gather 
courage from despair, and will hope for his sig- 
nature to a national bank, whenever congress shall 
enact a charter. He has an illustrious precedent 
in the immortal Madison. Enjoying the high grati- 
fication of a long personal interview at a period 
when all worldly influences had ceased to operate 
on his great mind, just before his pure and gentle 
spirit winged its flight to the mansions of bliss, 
there to repose forever in the bosom of that God 
whoin he had never offended, but had sought to 
propitiate by every act which could dignify him as 
a patriot, adorn him as a statesman, or exalt him as 
achristian, I treasure his remarks as elegant ex- 
tracts from a fountain of virtue, wisdom, and 
knowledge, matured by the practical experience of 
half a century devoted to politics, literature, and 
science, as the most cherished recollections of my 
life, and I can never forget incidents connected 
with an annual pilgrimage to a patriarch’s shrine, 
where hospitality, intelligence, patriotism, virtue, 
and wisdom, all combined to gratify, instruct, and 
delight. 

On the subject of a national bank, he said at one 
period of his life his cunvictions of its unconstitu- 
tionality were firm and uncompromising; but when 
the supreme court of the United States—the high- 
est judicial authority known to our country, the 
proudest and most enlightened in christendom— 
had, after mature deliberation, solemnly pronounc- 
ed its decision, after the assembled wisdom of the 
nation had twice called it into existence by con- 
gressional legislation, and the people theinselves 
sanctioned it by their voice, the two co-ordinate 
branches of government thus deciding against his 
individual opinion, he could not permit himself 
longer to doubt; and, sir, said he, my mince, after 
years of intense reflection, has arrived at the con- 
clusion that no commercial nation can prosper 
without a national bank; it is the great balance- 
wheel in the fiscal concerns of the country—in- 
dispensable to the preservation of a sound and 
wholesome circulating medium: without it specie | 
payments could not have been resumed in 1817*| 
without it they never can be permanently maintain- | 
ed. ‘*Hope springs eternal in the human breast, it | 
points to brighter days, and bids defiance to ces- 
pair.” The co-operation of the great, the good, 
and the wise, without party distinction, alone is 
required to place our country on the apex of pros- 
perity and happiness. 

Respectfully, your friend, 
JOHN Barney. 








CANADIAN AFFAIRS. 


Speech of Gov. Head on proroguing the legisla- 
ture of Upper Canada. The legislature being in 
session on Ist March, sir Francis B. Head, address- 
ed them as follows, o:nitting the mere formal thanks 
for their vote of supplies, &c. 

Honorable gentlemen, and gentlemen: 

I regret to say that there still exists among a por- 











tion of the American people so strong a desire to 
| force upon the free inhabitants of this province, re- 
publican institutions, that with scarcely an excep- 
tion every government arsenal from lake Cham- 
| plain to lake Michigan, has within the last two 














tmonths been broken open and plundered, to furnish 
arms for the invasion of this portion of the British 
empire; and however the circumstance may be 
explained, it is certainly a remarkable fact, that all 
these robberies have been effected without the 
sacrifice of a single life, and without even the im- 
prisonment of the person who is notoriously the in- 
stigator of these acts. 

The wrong which citizens of the neighboring 
states have committed, by thus attempting to dic- 
tate to the inhabitants of Upper Canada the form 
of government under which they are hencefor- 
ward to exist, will, as the assertion of a new theory, 
be condemned by the civilized world as severely, 
as in practice it has been repudiated by the people 
of this province. 

What right, it will be calmly asked, have the 
inhabitants of one country, armed with the artillery 
and weapons of their government, to interfere with 
the politicai institutions of another? What excuse, 
it will be gravely considered, had citizens of the 
United States for invading the terrritory of Upper 
Canada? 

When our colored population were informed that 
American citizens, sympathising with their suffer- 
ings, had taken violent possession of Navy island, 
for the double object of liberating them from the 
the domination of British rule, and of imparting to 
them the blessings of republican institutions, based 
upon the principle that all men are born equal, did 
our colored brethren hail their approach?—No! on 
the contrary, they hastened as volunteers in wagon 
loads to the Niagara frontier to beg from me per- 
mission, that in the intended attack upon Navy 
island they might be permitted fo forin the forlorn 
hope—in short they supplicated, that they might be 
allowed to be foremost to defend the glorious insti- 
tutions of Great Britian. 

When the mild aborigines of this continent who 
live among us vninjured and respected, were in- 
formed that citizens of the United States, disre- 
garding the wampum-belt which was sacredly con- 
necting them with Great Britain, had invaded our 
shores to sympathise with the sufferings of the red 
tenants of the forest, and to offer them American 
friendship instead of the enmity of British rule, did 
our Indian brethren hail their approach? No, their 
chiefs and warriors instantly painted their faces for 
battle, and with rifles in their hands those free-born 
defenders of their virgin soil appeared before me 
with a solitary request, namely, that in case of their 
death their wives and children might be pensioned. 
The Six Nations Indians, the Missisguas, the Chip- 
pewas, the Hurons, and the Ottawas, spontaneously 
competed with each other in a determination to die, 
if necessary in defending the British go. ernment, 
under whose parental protection they and their fa- 
thers had been born. 

When the Canadian farmers and yeomen of Bri- 
tish origin were informed that citizens of the United 
States, sympathising with their sufferings, had in 
three instances taken forcible possession of her 
majesty’s territory, for the purpose of liberating 
them from the British domination—that, with this 
objectin view, the American leaders had issued 
proclamations promising to each liberator three 
hundred acres of the best lands of Upper Canada, 
with one hundred dollars in silver—that the Ame- 
rican self-styled general in command of the libera- 
tors had called upon the citizens of Upper Canada 
“to free their land from tyranny”’—* to rally round the 
standard of liberty’’—*‘to lay down their arms’”’—in 
which case, it was beneficial) y promised to them, that 
‘their persons and property should be protected,” and 
that if they would ‘‘cease resis/ance, all would be well 
with them,’’—did the Canadian inhabitants hail their 
approach? No, on the contrary, their brave and 
loyal militia, although totally deprived of the assis- 
tance of her majesty’s regular troops, rose simul- 
taneously, and regardless of every private conside- 
ration, wherever the invaders appeared, thousands 
of bayonets were seen bristling on our shore, ready 
to receive them. On the eastern, as well as on the 
western frontier, but one feeling prevailed,—it 
was a noble determination on the part of freemen, 
to conquer or die in defence of their religion—their 
constitution—their character—their families—and 
farms,—yet uotwithstanding their excited feeling, 
when the American citizens, who from an armed 
schooner, had cruelly battered the town of Am- 
herstburgh, fell into the hands of the brave militia 
of the western district, (in which not a single rebel 
had been in arms,) did these prisoners fall victims 
to popular fury, or were they even insulted? No; 
the instant our invaders surrendered to British 
power, they experienced that mercy which adorns 
the British name,—their wounds were healed at 
our hospitals—and from the western extremity of 

Upper Canada, they were conducted unharmed 
through the province, safe under the protecting 








egis of our laws! 
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Whena band of rebels, defeated in their cruel ob- 
ject to reduce this capital to ashes in the depth of 
a Canadian winter, were, alter the conflict at gal- 
lows-hill, brought to me as prisoners on the field— 
was any distinction made between American born 
and our other Canadian subjects? No, all were 
released. Before the assembled militia of Upper 
Canada all were equally pardoned; and though ia- 
ny of our brave men, smarting under feelings natu- 
ral at the moment, evidently disapproved of the 
decision, yet all bowed in obedience to the admin- 
istration of their laws; and, under the noble influ- 
ence of monarchical government, they allowed their 
assailants to pass uninjured through their ranks. 

When the gallant inhabitants of the provinces of 
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, received intelli- 
gence that American citizens had commenced an 
attempt to free the British North American colo- 
nies ‘‘from the tyrany of British rule,” did they re- 
joice at the event? No; a burst of loyalty, re- 
sounded through their lands, and a general desire 
to assist us was evinced. 

If Upper Canada was merely a young, healthy 
province, with no protection on the continent of 
America, but its character, its industry, and the 
agricultural difficulties it bas to contend with—its 
filial attachment to the government—the bravery it 
has shown in its defence—and the mercy it has ex- 
tended to its captured assailants, ought to be suffi- 
cient to make its aggressors ashamed of their late 
attempt to force upon their neighbors, institutions 
which they conscientiously and unequivocally re- 

ject. But when it is considered that Upper Canada 
is an integral portion of the British empire, and that 
the two countriesare atthis moment bound together 
by a solemn treaty of peace, the faithless attack of 
citizens of the United States upon the province, after 
it had completely quelled a slight domestic insur- 
rection, will, if persisted in, excite feelings among 
the generous nations of Europe, which will add 
but little to the character of republican institutions; 
for surely the smile of a nation should not be more 
dreaded than its frown, or its extended hand be 
more fatal than its uplifted arm. 

When the facts just stated are clearly compre- 
hended by intelligent men, how will the American 
citizens who have so wantonly attacked the British 
empire, find it possible to explain that the province 
of pee Canada required them to interfere in its 
concernsé 

But it seems now to be admitted, that our inva- 
ders have been deceived—that they falsely estima- 
ted the Canadian people—and that they have at 
last learned that the yeoman, farmers, militia, 
Indians, and colored population of this province, 


stroying a vessel belonging to our own islanders, 
which had so grassly insulted them—which had 
completely overpowered their government—and 
which ina moment of peace, had so flagrantly vio- 
lated the laws of nations. And if we should be 
jastified in capturing the vessel of our islanders, on 
account of the wrongs they had perpetrated upon 
the American nation, surely we should have addi- 
tional right to do so on our own account, if the 
twenty-two pieces of cannon forcibly wrested from 
the American government had not only been em- 
ployed for a fortnight, in firing from the island 
upon the peaceable subjects of her majesty, but to 
our certain knowledge, were about to be transport- 
ed tu our main land for the purpose of committing 
murder, arson and robbery in this province! 

It is, however, declared by our allies, that because 
these lawless possessors of our island turned out 
to be American citizens, and because their own 
government was totally unable to restrain them, 
the capture of their vessel by us became a ‘violent 
outrage!”’ 

It would not have been considered by them an 
outrage, had we by force of arms prevented Cana- 
dian islanders from violating American arsenals— 
from insulting American authorities—and from 
firing twenty-two pieces of the United States can- 
non upon British subjects,—but it is considered as 
an outrage, for us to prevent an American vessel 
from enabling American citizens to commit these 
unparalled aggressions. 

In the history of this province, the capture of the 
Caroline (whoever might have been her crew,) 
will, | maintain, be respected by future ages as a 
noble proof of the sincerity of the Canadian people 
to fulfil their engagements, by crushing a pirate 
force which in violation of existing treaties, was 
insulting from a British Island, their American al- 
lies, and which general Arcularius, governor Ma- 
son, governor Marcy, the president and legislature 
of the Upited States, had absolutely found too pow- 
— for the executive force of the republic to con- 
trol. 

The fact that the pirate force was composed of 
and commanded by American citizens, adds to the 
aggression committed against the Canadians, but 
subtracts nothing from the crime of robbery perpe- 


the American people, or the American authorities, 
should deem it proper to declare that it was no rob- 
bery at all, for that the aggression was approved 
| of, that the state cannon and state mnskets were 
_knowingly and willfully lent to the invaders of 
Navy Island, for the purpose of forcing republican 
institutions upon the people of Upper Canada, and 














trated upon the United States arsenal, unless,indeed, | 


A 
apprehension and prejudice, particularly as regards 
its transatlantic possessions, yet when facts a; 
clearly submitted to it, its judgment is always sound 
and its verdict nobly impartial. iy 

The struggle on this continent between monar. 
chy and demccracy, has been a problein which Up- 
per Canada has just solved. 

It has been very strongly argued, even in Eng. 
land, that democracy was the only form of Goy. 
ernment indigenous to the soil of America, ang 
that monarchy was a power which required here 
artificial support. 

With a view to subvert this theory the whole of 
the queen’s troops were allowed to retire from the 
province, and the result, as had been anticipated 
was that the people of Upper Canada were no 
sooner left uncontrolled than they proclaimed them. 
seves in favor of monarchical institutions. Sur. 
rounded by temptations on almost every side they 
indignantly rejected them all; in a few hours they 
succesfully put down insurrection in their ow) 
land, and when American citizens, astonished ag 
well as disappointed at their loyalty, determined 
to force them to become republicans, people of al] 
religions and of all politics, rushed to the frontier 
to die in defence of their glorious constitution. 

The conduct of the militia of Upper Canada at- 
tracted the attention of the gallant and loyal inha- 
bitants of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, whose 
legislatures have done themselves, as well as this 
province, the honor of promptly expressing their 
unqualified approbation of the attachment which 
has been evinced here to the British Constitution. 

When these facts shall arrive before the English 
people, and when they shall also have taken into 
their consideration the devoted and unalterable at. 
tachment which the British population of Lower 
Canada have evinced for our revered institutions, 
surely they will come to the conclusion, that the 
concurrent opinions of ber majesty’s North Ame. 
rican colonies, respecting the relative advantages 
between monarchy and democracy in Awerica, 
must be sounder than their own van be, inasmuch 
as eye witnesses judge more correctly than people 
can possibly do who are living four thousand miles 
off. 
| The people of England will, I trust, not fail to 
admire the calmness, the resolution, the generosity 
and the honorable subjection to their laws, which 
have distinguished the inhabitarts of Upper Cana- 
|da; and, on the other hand, they certainly cannot 
| fail to observe, that the republican project of our 
| English reformers, namely, to make the people bit 
_ by bit responsible only to themselves, has ended in 
America by the government of the United States 





refer British institutions to democracy; neverthe- | that under these circumstances which are incredi- | confessing its total inability to restrain the passions 


ess, as an ex post facto excuse for the sinful and 
repeated invasion of the province, it is urged that 
the crew of the Caroline steamboat, which was cap- 
tured more than fourteen days alter Navy Island 
had been forcibly taken from us, have been ‘‘assas- 
sinated,”’ and that “an extraordinary outrage’’ has 
been committed upon the Americans by our militia, 
who so ably and gallantly cut off that pirate vessel. 
If Navy Island had been violently taken posses- 
sion of by Canadian rebels, instead of by a body of 
Americans, armed, fed, and commanded by Ameri- 
can citizens—if these Canadian rebels had then 


thought proper to invade the United States, to | 


break open half a dozen of their state arsenals—to 
rob each of many hundred stand of arms—to plun- 
der from the American government twenty-two 
pieces of cannon—and set the laws and authorities 
of the republic at defiance,—could any reasonable 
man declare, that we should otfer, or that we could 
be supposed to intend to offer, any offence to our 
allies, if ina moment of profound peace, we were 
to pursue in the Niagara river, the guilty vessel 
which had transported to the island these Ameri- 
can arms, and capture her, whether she were in 
British waters—in American waters—moored to 
the British shore—or to the American shore?— 
would it not be our bounden duty to the American 
people, to capture this pirate vessel?—and if it were 
to fail to do so, might not our allies hold us respon- 
sible for acts of such unprovoked aggression com- 
mitted upon them by British subjects, inhabiting a 
British island. 

Again, supposing that the Americans were to co- 
operate with us (as, under such circumstances, ot 
course they would have done,) in chasing this pi- 
rate vessel, could it be supposed for a moment, that 
each power would only be permitted by the other 
to capture her, so long only as slie continued in 
their own half of the river: and that if our British 
boatmen, at the perilof their lives, were to capture 


the vessel in American waters, or on the American | 


shore, it would be considered by the Americans as 
a ‘‘violent outrage?” There can be no doubt in 
the mind of any reasonable man, that we should 
only perform our duty to the Americans, by de- 


ble, the attack of Canadian militia upon the Ame- 
rican citizens who were on board the Caroline, was 
‘an extraordinary outrage.” 


But supposing for a moment this false reasoning | 


of its citizens, to guard the state arsenals, or to 
maintain its treaties with its oidest and most natu- 
iral ally. 


Lastly—the British people will, I trust, observe 


to be unanswerable—supposing even that the com- | with considerable alarm, that the leading advocates 
mission of the outrage were to be admitted by the | for organic changes in our institutions, aré either at 
Canadians—and that it were also to be admitted, this moment lying in our jails as traitors, or from 
by them that the capture, by the Canadians, of a| having absconded, are sel{-banished fiom the pro- 
small steamboat moored to the American shore was! vince: in short, that their pretended efiorts to obtain 


an outrage, equal in magnitude to the capture of 
Navy Island by American citizens, still to make 
the Canadian outrage as flagrant as that which had 
been committed upon us by citizens of the United 
States, it would have been necessary for the Cana- 
dians, after they had taken possession of the Caro- 
line, to have fired from her deck with twenty-two 
|pleces of cannon, for wore than a fortnight upon 
;the American shore; and even then, though the 
outrages would certainly have been rendered appa- 
rently equal, still the former would have been an 
outrage of retaliation upon an enemy, the latter an 
| outrage of unprovoked attack upon a friend. 

There are two facts which the American nation 
have not power to deny. 

Ist. That it is their interest, as well as their duty 
to fulfil their treaties. 

2d. That if the people be permitted to rob the 
United States’ arsenals in order to invade a friendly 
| power, the lawless body will very soon find out 
that it is easier to plunder their own wealthy, de- 
| fenceless citizens, than the poor, brave, well armed 
| people of Upper Canada. 
| Ihave felt it to be the especial duty of the legis- 
lative station I hold, not only to protest against the 
| unprincipled invasion of this province by its allies, 
but to vindicate the inhabitants from the unreason- 
able accusation, which, without due inquiry, was 
_made against them by the federal government of the 
| United States, of having ‘assassinated’ the crew 
of the Caroline. 
The memoirs of the attack which has just been 
_made upon us, offers a moral to the mother coun- 








try which I feel confident will create throughout | 


the empire considerable sensation; for although the 
‘old country is not without its share of human inis- 


in Upper Canada, what they called ‘liberty for the 
people,’ has ended in a most infamous and self-in- 
terested attempt to plunder private property, rob 


the banks, and burn to ashes the rising capital of 


their country! 

With this experience before our eyes, I must con- 
fess I join with the legislature and people of Upper 
Canada, in shuddering at the abused name of ‘re- 
form,” just as we now recoil with abhorrence, when 

'we hear suddenly pronounced the word ‘‘sympa- 
| thy.” 
| As my successor is hourly expected here, I re- 
turn tothe mother country as I left it, totally un- 
-connec*ted with party or with politics; but in re- 
tirement [I shall remember the lessons which the 
|people of Upper Canada have tanght me; and I 
feel it my duty to declare, that I leave the conti- 
nent of America with my judgment perfectly con- 
vineed, that the inhabitants of Europe, Asta, and 
Africa, are right in their opinion that all men are 
not by nature equal—that the assertion of the con- 
trary in America is a fallacy—and that talent, in- 
dustry and character, must elevate individuals, as 
| they do nations, in the graduated scale of society. 
May the resplendent genius of the British consti- 
tion ever continue to illuminate this noble land, and 
animated by its influence, may its inhabitants con- 
tinue to be distinguished for humility of demeanor 
—nobility of mind—fidelity to their allies—courage 
before their enemy—mercy in victory—integrity n 
commerce—reverence for their religion—and at all 
times, and under all circumstances, implicit obedi- 
ence to their laws. 





Honorable gentlemen, and gentlemen: 





FAREWELL! 
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SPEECH OF MR. HALSTED, OF WN. J. 

On the bill making an appropriation for the civil and 
dipl jmatic expenses of the government for the year 
1333. Delivered in the house of representatives, 
March 13, 1838. 


Mr. Halsted moved to strike from the bill the 
itein of four thousand dollars tor the jet d’eau on the 
gouth side of the centre footway in the capital 

rounds, and was about to oifer other amendments 
f) reduce other items of appropriation in the bill, 
when he was reminded by the chairman that the 
comnittee had determined to act upon one amend- 
ment atatime. Mr. Halsted said he had objections 
to make to several items of the bill, and should take 
this opportunity of discussing them all together. He 
should take a general view of the expenditures of 
this adininistration, and contrast them with the ex- 

enditures of former adininistrations. 

In regard to the particular item to which, by the 
decision of the chair, he was to confine hiz motion, 
he said, in moving to strike it out,-he was actuated 
by no hostility to works of art or taste; nor would 
ha, on proper occasions, object to liberal appropria- 
tions for them. But while the finances of the go- 
vernment Were in their present depressed condition; 
while the public treasury was bankrupt; while the 
administration was under the necessity of borrowing 
ten or fifteen millions of dollars for the purpose of 
defraying the ordinary apes of the government, 
which he was well assured they would be compelled 
to do, either by a direct loan or a new emission of 
treasury notes; he would not consent to the expen- 
diture of four thousand dollars for a work of mere 
ornainent; no detriment could occur to the public if 
this work should be deferred uatil another year, 
when the state of the public finances night be in a 
better condition. He was opposed to the principle 
of borrowing money for the purposes constructing 
works merely ornamental and having no practical 
utility. It savoured to hiin of extravagance. It did 
not comport with the professions of an adininistra- 
tion clauning to be deinocratic, and to act upon the 
principles of Jetfersonian democracy. If such an 
appropriation had been asked for, under like circuin- 
stances, during the administration of the honorable 
gentleman froin Massachusetts, which had been cha- 
racterized by its opponents as extravagant, whata 
clainor would Lave been raised throughout the coun- 
try. Who does not remember the noise made abouta 
billiard table and the lying letters about the east room, 
said to have been written by a celebrated individual, 
“soittary and alone.” But it seems as if this pure 
Jedersonian democratic administration, as they style 
theinselves, can go to any extent of extravagance 
without check or restraint, though they have to bor- 
row money to do it with. He would ask the demo- 
cracy of the country whether this appropriation of 
$1000 fora jet d’eau, corresponded with their no- 
tions of Jeffersonian simplicity and frugality? But 
lest sone of his plain honest constituents, not being 
French scholars, should not have an accurate idea of 


a jet d’eau, he would attempt to explain it to them by | 


asking them if they had ever seen little wanton boys, 
alter a suunmer shower, playing around a puddle of 
dirty water, filling their little suction pumps, (called, 
in boyish language, squirts, ) made of hoilow reed or 
elder stalk, and through them spurting the water into 
the air, crying out to their comrades to stand from 
under; this, he said, was ajet d’eau. The ditference 
between these jet d’eaus and the one under consider- 


REGISTER—MAY 12, 1888—MR. HALSTED’S SPEECH. 167 


to their once. He would state and add up the ac- 
count for the honorable member, so that he might 
see on which side the balance was. In the first politi- 
cal campaign between Mr. Adams and general Jack- 
son, the friends of the former were called Adams 
men, and of the latter Jackson men. The friends 
of the former changed their name and called them- 
selves national republicans, and the friends of the 
latter called themselves Jackson republicans. The 
friends of general Jackson again changed their name 
and called themselves Jackson democrats, and the 
friends of Mr. Adains and Mr. Clay then called them- 
selves whigs. ‘Thus far the account was equally bal- 
anced, What changes had taken place since? The 
next name assumed by the predominant party was 
that of “the Jackson Van Buren democrats.”’ It was 
under this name that the last presidential contest 
was fought—on their placards and tickets the 
name of Jackson was placed in large capitals, and 
the name of Van Buren either omitted altogether or 
put in small type, and in this way Mr. Van Buren 
was smuggled into the presidential chair under the 
cloak of general Jackson’s great name. Well, after 
the name of general Jackson had produced the de- 
sired effect, what was the next change inthe name 
of the party? Why it was then ‘the Van Buren 
Jackson democrats,” or, as they have been called, for 
brevity, by their opponents, the Van Jacks. But 
they did not hold to this name long, for they soon 
found there was no hurrah about the name of Van 
Buren, and that it was necessary, therefore, to sink 
it as soon as possible, otherwise it might sink them. 
They then assumed and now claim the name of 
democrats. Thus it appears, upon footting up the 
account, they beat the whigs two to one in the change 
of names. Now, in regard to the motive which in- 
duced this number of changes, was it not for politi- 
cal effect? Shakespeare bad said: 
What's in a name? 
A rose by any other name would smell as sweet. 


But it was evident that politicians of all ages had 
had differed from the poet, and that, in their opin- 
ion, not only the strength and popularity of party, 
but the acquisition of wealth and honor frequently 
depended upon a naine; and it was doubtless for po- 
litical effect that the predominant party assumead the 
name of democrats. They not only call themselves 
democrats, but they profess to be Jefferson demo- 
crats. Now he should undertake to show that this 
administration did not hold toa single one of the 
distuictive principles of the Jefferson school of demo- 
cracy; and, if they did, it was only ‘from the teeth out- | 
wards.”? That there was no community of feeling, | 
sentiment, action, or practice between this adminis- 
tration and that of Mr. Jetterson; and that they 
might, with much more propriety, be characterized 
by the name of dandy democrats than Jefferson de- 
inocrats. A dandy was a person who wore corsets 
and dickeys; who generally had but little capital, 
and that borrowed, and whose expenditures exceed- 
ed his income. Might not this description be ap- | 








plied to this administration? That this adminisira- | 
tion traded upon borrowed capital might be proved | 
in more ways than one. On this point, however, the 

bill for the issne of ten millions of treasury notes, at | 
the extra session of congress, and the bill for the | 
emission of ten millions more, which is about to be | 
introduced into this house this session, would afford | 
sufficient evidence. Then, as tothe other character- | 
istic quality of dandyism, did not this administration | 





ation was, that in the former the moving or propell- 
lux power was natural, in the latter artificial; or, to 
describs it as it really was, a reservoir of water is 


made on the top of the capitol hill, which is connect- | 


ed by a metallic pipe or tube of some kind with a 
Sinall reservoir below the hill, in the middle of which 
reservoir ig a brass or copper ornamented column or 
pillar rising about twelve or filteen feet above the bot- 
foin of the reservoir, and 6 or 8 feet above the surface 
of the ground and resembling very much an iron lamp 
post, through which the water, by the gravitating 
force of the fluid in the reservoir on the top of the 
hill, is projected some ten or fifteen feet into the air, 
and falls into the reservoir below, which is in depth 
about six feet, and diameter about thirty feet, and 
lined with cut stone, surmounted with an iron 
railing about four feet high. Such was the deserip- 
on of a jet d’eaa, for the construction of which four 
Mousand dotlars was asked by this self-styled demo- 
Cractic adininistration And while speaking of the 
Wwe which the adininistration party had assuined 
to itself, he would take the liberty of making some 
reply to the honorable member froin Ohio, who, in a 
Speech made in this house on the 18th of December 
last, Charged the whig party with changing their 
Natue, and with “assuming the name of whig for poli- 
tical effeet, when, in his opinion, they did not pos- 
sess the political principles which that name indieat- 
ed in 76.” With regard to the change of names, the 
Predominant party ia this house had changed twice 


possess it in an eminent degree? Did it not spend | 
more than its income? He would examine a little 
(into that matter. It appeared, from the treasurers 
_ report, that the receipts into the treasury, during the 
first three-quarters of the year 1837, including four 
million three hundred thousand dollars in treasury 
notes, were twenty-three millions four hundred and 
ninety-nine thousand nine hundred and eighty-one 
dollars, is $23,499,981 
Deduct treasury notes, 4,300,000 


' 
| 
' 





And it left as the actual am’t received, $19,199,981 


The amount of expenditures, during the same pe- 
riod, was, according to the same report, $25,418,916 





Deduct amount received, 19,199,981 
Leaves as the excess, $6,218,935 
Or, at the same ratio for the whole year, 

an excess of 8,291,915 





Making an excess of expenditures, over income, of 
nearly two-thirds of the whole amount of the expen- 
ditures under Mr. Adams, and more than the whole 
expenditure of the administration of Mr. Jefferson, 

f this admistration held on in its career as prosper- 
ously as it began, we should, at the end of the first, 
(he trusted its last term,) be burdened with a na- 
tional debt of thirty-three millions of dollars. During 
the adininistration of the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams, ) it was made a serious 
charge against it, that there was expended, in one 











= 


year, nine thousand dollars more than it received; it 
was gravely denounced as extravagant; and it was 
considered as a strong argument against his re- 
election. Mr. Rives, of Virginia, one of the lead- 
ers of the Jackson party, commented srongly on 
it, and in a speech, which he delivered in_ this 
house in the year 1828, made use of the follow- 
ing language “I have a deep and settled con- 
viction that economy is a cardinal virtue in every 
republican government. It is not merely for the pe- 
cuniary saving, and consequent relief to the indus- 
try and resources of the people, which it brings with it 
that I esteem it—it is still more, its political effects. 
It is not only the clese ally, but the surest guarantee 
of the public liberty. It is the great instrument for 
restraining that dangerous principle of executive in- 
fluence which is perpetually undermining and assail- 
ing the fabric of free government every where. This 
influence exists and enlarges itself through the dis- 
bursements of public money, ultimately, under one 
shape or other. Diminish the public expenditures 
and you will diminish executive influence.” 


Mr. H. said he heartily concurred in the senti- 
ments here expressed; and if they were applicable 
to the administration of Mr. Adams, in 1828, they 
applied with ten fold force to the present administra- 
tion; for Mr.*Adams’s administration did not profess 
to act upon the principles of Jeffersonian democrac 
and frugality, as this administration or its friends 
professed todo. He would take the liberty of recur- 
ring tathe principles of Jefferson democracy, as de- 
livered and practised upon by the author himself, and 
to compare them with the principles and practices of 
this administration, and see how they corresponded; 
and he thought it would be found, on comparison, that 
the reason why the pure virgin of democracy attract- 
ed the admiration, and warmed the hearts of the 
American people when she was first introduced by 
Mr. Jefferson into our legislative and executive halls, 
was, because “a native grace sat fair proportioned 
on her polished limbs, veiled in a simple robe, their 
best attire, beyond the pomp of dress.” But that the 
present administration, in bringing forward this 
damsel of democracy, had decked her off in all the 
gaudy tinsel finery of a French fille de chambre, had 
covered her oe’r with puffs, powders, paints, patches, 
false curls, and furbelows; nay, worse, had made her 
“as common as the stairs that mount the capitol;” 
and yet had the modest assurance to recommend her 
to the respect and attention of a virtuous and intelli- 
gent community; and attempted, gravely, to palm 
her off upon the people as the nt virgin of Jeffer- 
son democracy. But it would not do; the people 
were not so ignorant or so depraved as to mistake the 
meretricious colours of the cuurtezan for the genuine 
blush of virgin modesty. For the purpose of show- 
ing what were the principles of Jefierson democracy 
he would take the liberty of reading Mr. Jetierson’s 
confession of political faith, contained in a letter to 
the honorable Elbridge Gerry, dated 26th January, 
1779, in which he said: “I am for a government 


‘rigorously frugal and simple; applying all the pos- 


sible savings of the public revenue to the discharge 
of the national debt, and not for the multiplication of 
officers and salaries, merely to make partisans, and 
for increasing the public debt, on the principle of its 
being a public blessing. I am for relying, for inter- 
nal defence, on our militia, solely, ll actual inva- 
sion; and for such a naval force, only, as may protect 
our coasts and harbors from such depredations as we 
have experienced; and not for a standing army, in 
time of peace, which may overawe the public senti- 
ment; nor for a navy, which, by its own expenses 
and the eternal wars in which it will implicate us, 
will grind us with public burthens, and sink us under 
them. I am for free commerce with all nations; po- 
litical connection with none; and little or no diplo- 
matic establishment.” 

Thus it appeared that Mr. Jefferson was for a go- 
vernment rigorously frugal and simple. Was this 
administration in favor of such a government?) The 
friends of this administration considered, or profess- 
ed to consider Mr. Adams’s adininistration a very 
extravagant one. The expenditures of Mr. Adams’ 
adininistration were, in the year 1825, $11,490,460, 
The expenses of this administration, which professes 
to hold to the doctrine of Jetlerson frugality, were, in 
1837, $35,231,361 57, which was an increase of 
more than three fold; a very fine exemplification of 
frugality and simplicity. In the next place, Mr. 
Jetierson was opposed to a national debi; but one of 
the first neasure of this administration was the crea- 
tion of a debt of ten millions of dollars, by the issuing 
of treasury notes. 

And not content with that, a bill will soon be pre- 
sented to this house, by the committee of ways and 
means, to authorize the issue of ten millions more; 
thus not only disregarding the Jefiersonian doc- 
trine, but actually departing fiom the footsteps of 
his predecessor, in which the executive had promised 
so faithfully to walk, and thereby creating a national 
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comprised in two volumes octavo, of 560 pages each: 


alone, since the commencement of the present ses- 
sion, would form three octavo volumes, of 800 pages 
each. If the number of these public documents con- 
tinued to increase as rapidly as they had done, meim- 
bers of congress, if they were required to read them 
all, would not only want the hundred eves of Argus, 
but they would want to live the whole period of the 
Spanish compliment, which was “a thousand years.’ 


Ir. H. concluded by moving to strike out the item 
of $4,000 for the jet d’eau. 
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the United States, March 24, 1838, while the mo- 


tton of Mr. Cuthbert to Strike out the 23d section, 
was pending. 


Mr. Preswwenv: I address 
vf peculiar disadvantage. The subject is one of the 
greatest importance. It has been long discussed, ably 
discussed by those of most distinguished talents. Their 
highest efforts have been made on both sides to present 
its advantages and disadvantages in every view the hu- 
man mind can take of it. 

he crowded audience has become wearied, and 
even many senators themselves can hardly give res. 
rectful attention to our most interesting debates. 

P.to the termination of the last address of the dis- 
tinguished senator from Massachusetts who sits nearest 
to me, (Mr. Webster,) I was not satisfied whether it 
would be my duty to do more than listen respectfully 
to others, and then Say yea or nay to the different 
| questions presented to the senate. 
| Atthe close of his animated, able, and interesting 
Speech, he recurred to a scrap ot the history of my own 
| state, fifty years ago. Instantly my mind settled down 
in the conviction that my Constituents had a right to 


ou under circumstances 




















1790, to the year 1828, a period of thirty-eight years, 


whereas, the reports from the treasury department 


On the sub-treasury bill. Delivered in the senate of | ed that the ad 
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Suitable corrective will he immediately applied: Our 
whole system of federal taxation is in the general indi- 
rect; and, if we once commence a system of supplying 
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used as currency, the country may be ruine 
At the special session we were obliged to add ten 
millions of dollars to our means. This we did not do 
by a direct loan, which every man could understand 
but by authorizing an issue of treasury notes. When 
that bill was before the Senate, the senator from Mis- 
'souri, and, if I mistake not, the senator from Pennsyl- 
| vania, both friends of the administration, placed these 
Hotes on the ground of making a loan; that they, as 
they were to‘bear an interest, not exceeding tive per 
cen'. would be disposed of for money, and with the 
money thus procured, our creditors could be paid; and 
in this view 1 voted for the bill. In the house the amount 
of the notes was reduced one-half, and I soon perceiv- 
ministration intended to use them, not to 
procure a loan, but as a currency; and when the bill 
was returned to us, I took the earliest opportunity to 
record my vote against it. The notes issued under that 
bill have in fact been used as a currency, and at various 
rates of interest, some as low as One mill per year. 
his year our revenue iS again to be deficient; we 
will need, in addition to Our means in the treasury, ten, 
fifteen, or twenty millions of dollars; and this addition 
will be made by new issues. ‘This paper currency 
| Seems to cost nothing; and, as our Wants terease, the 
issues will be increased, until the paper depreciates; and 
then, for the first time, the people will seriously look in- 
to the manner in which not ouly their money, but their 
credit has been squandered. 


The provisions of this bill for treasury notes, bills, or 
other securities, issued by the federal Sovernment, or un- 
er its authority, if sanctioned by congress, will settle 
| principle which, if carried into practice, must seal the 
| fate of this nation. Office-holders and office-hunters 
can all be accommodated by the executive at the pub- 
lic expense, and the People will not be aware of it until 
too late. In short, it will take otfalmost the only restraint 
which yet remains to our extravagant expenditures. 
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re was paid $83 37 annually, | ed in the 


| 
| 
j 


In the engi- | 


For newspapers in the com. 
In the adjutant gen- 





| people. 


x. ¢ | Sanctioned. 
the quartermaster general’s of. | 


Tiere | Paving banks, &c? 


| the best, and that, as f 


», Of the head of the depart- | ao It will be mp 
he reports ot his sub-ofticers, | Ple become reconcile hs 


| nental money. 
mense increase of public do- | 


the employment of a great | 
and thus tended to |of indirect taxation. 
ear. ‘They 


> 


€ reports of the secretary 


. 





ul expendi:ures. 


| mMenuon gold and silver 
The whole 
| the bill restson the supposition th 
ar as it goes 


expend comes into the tre 


S to get what they can 
2d. the bill itself contemplates 


‘tain proportions may be receiy- 
notes of specie-paying banks. 
Ist. My first objeciion to this plan is, that it sets out 
nt, there was paid for seven hewspa. | with a distinction in favor of those who 
Vspapers in the ordnance | ployment of the federal gove 
ney te receive from it, and th 
of the state governments, as well 
The distinction is odious 


are 1n the em- 


rnment, or have any mo- 
vse Who are in the employ 


as the mass of the 


» and ought not to be 


To this, I reply, the gentlemen 


9 


Senators who support this bill say these are mere 
| Catch-words, (one kind of mone 
another tor the people, of y 

atterly they 


y for the government, 
Vhich all have become 
have been driven out 


are mistaken; this 


ace of the bill, in terms 


and how they ean. 


a paper medium ema- 
goverament. | 
ecause we have no power to issue it. 
are bills of credit, 


To this | object. 
Asa curren- 


unconstitutional; more 
a bank. 


Because, if we 
b J 


xtravagant expendi- 
ly at first, until the peo- 
0 it, and then gradually extend- 
Y, SO as to meet all the 
stration, and must end 
preciate like your conti- 


Many, with great reason, have believed that no 20- 
, Vernment can long be.economical » 
Ind That under 

are not conscious of the burthen they 
pay their taxes when 


pon even a system 
such a system the 


asury; they therefore cease to | 
He was ! be watchful over the manner in which the public mo- 
j ; Heys are expended; and, whenever they cease to keep 
strict watch, their agents commence useless and waste- 
ut when the iaxes are direct, every 
~}man knows how much he pays 
S\ will carefully watch how. the moneys are expended; 
xpenditures are wasteful or extravagant, a 


| 


objections 


they buy their | ther this bill will establish a bank or not. It will 
r articles, on which duties are imposed, | sanction the issuing 


| hose who conform to his wishes in elections. 


| hever be 
(1s the only shield which can 
, and when he pays, and | 


| racts an increase of salary, will be muluplied, and the 


artfully pressed by noisy and worthless partisans. | 
have been forcibly struck with some of the remarks 
| made upon the subject of this government paper cur- 
jrency. The honorable Senator from South Carolina 
(Mr. Calhoun) thinks jt will not depreciate, and if it 
| does, it will not make any difference, as the govern- 
| ment must always receive it at par, and therefore sus- 
| tain the whole loss. 


Mr. President, if the honorable senator will take a 
moment to think upon this sudject, 1 am convinced he 
will perceive the error. No paper currency, not con- 
vertible into specie at the will of the holder, ever did or 
ever will long retain its nominai value. 

If a man has a note of any kind, and has confidence 
that he can get the amount of it in specie at any time 
he pleases, most generally he would rather have the 
note than specie, because more convenient; but the mo- 
ment he doubts, then he wants the specie presently. In 
| the issue of treasury notes, that moment the amount 
jissued much exceeds the revenue to be paid into the 
Weasury, and the purchase of public innde, they must 

and will depreciate, unless provision is made that they 
Shall be paid when presented at the treasury. When 
| they do depreciate, the whole loss will not fall on the 
treasury, but will fall likewise on those through whose 
| hands they have passed. The very case put by the sen- 
| ator proves it. .44 treasury note issues tor fifteen dol. 
‘lars. It depreciates until it can be purchased in mar- 
Ket for ten. Some Person who owes the treasury fit. 
| teen dollars, goes and purchases it at ten, and pays his 
debt of fifteen dollars. ‘ow does not every one per- 
ceive that the profit of five dollars, made by the man 
who paid the nute into the treasury, must have been a 
loss of the same amount to the man from whom he 
| purchased,or to some other person through whose hands 
\ithas passed? In all such cases, profit and loss are 
| correllative terms, and that which is one man’s gain 
‘must have been a loss to some other 
| As you increase expenditures you increase executive 
| power, already too great. The president or those act. 
ing under his orders, must necessarily select the recipi- 
ents, who it will always be understood, ean only be 
‘l'hese 
are independent of the consideration whe- 
vil Certainly 
a paper medium of circulation. 
Those who advocate this provision certainly think as I 
do, that the country must and always wail have bark 
credits, or paper of some kind, to use as a Substitute for 
the precious metals. The business of the country can 
done without it. A Support of the state banks 
€ presented against fede- 
ral bills of credit, and a federal incorporated bank. 

I hold both these last unconstitutional, and the first 

of them infinitely the most dangerous to the liberties of 
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the people. In 1834, I heard of this plan of separating | 
government from ail banks as deposiiories, and thought 
well of it. Indeed, | would then have gone for it, if | 
pvlitical friends had agreed upon it. Then there was | 
no idea of issuing paper money by government. ‘Then | 
state banks were paying specie, and their notes would | 
have continued a circulating medium. Then I had | 
confidence in the administration, and believed that none | 
would ever dare to interfere with the elective franchise, 
or to refuse to have the executive patronage limited and 
curtailed by law. Now all these things are changed. 
The administration want paper money issued by go- 
vernment, substituted for loans. The state banks are 
not paying specie, and this bill forbids the receipt of 
their notes. 

The executive is disposed to hunt down any and 
every man who wishes to limit his power. He openly 
interferes in elections, both state and federal, and uses 
ail his powers to have them carried according to his 
wil!. Under these circumstances, in my judgment, I 
would be a traitor to civil liberty were I to sanction the | 
idea that we will make federal paper the circulating 
medium. 

What has become of our bills, five or six in num- 
ber, to limit executive patronage, reported in the days 
of the younger Adams? They sleep the sleep of death, 
The honorable chairman of the committee, who origin- 
ally reported them, felt it his duty to endeavor to revive 
them under the administration of the late president, 
and received so little countenance from old friends that | 
he ceased his strugele with them. 

The honorable senator from South Carolina, who | 
never thinks any luad too heavy, took up one of them, | 
and made one of his most powerful efforts, and it pass- | 
ed this body. But how many old friends voted for 11? | 
Sir, all had been whistled or ordered off, except the sen- | 
ator from Missouri, and one or two others. | 

I have been honored wiih a seat here for the thirteen | 
or fourteen last sessions, and believe [ have never once | 
recurred to the journals to see how any gen'leman had 
voted; but there are some things I find it impossible to | 
forget. 

When that bill was before the senate, believing that | 
I could give the senator from South Carolina something | 
more than my vote, I made a speech in its favor; and | 
that speech sealed fate with the great democratic | 
party. Lrespectfully ask the senator from Missouri, | 
whether any of the former friends of that measure, the | 
Jackson democrats, voied for it, except he and myself? | 

It went to the other house, and as they were more | 
fresh from the people than we, better understood what 
is meant by modern democracy, they put this aristocrat- 
ic bantling to sleep; and we nave never heard a cry or 
even a whimper from it since. Since then, executive 
power and patronage have put forth their branches in 
every direction, and no man dare raise his voice against 
them on pain of political death. 

Shall we then put this rich bed of manure tothe root 
of this dangerous power, that the crops of executive in- | 
fluence may be increased in our élections? Nay; God | 
forbid! 

Ihive been zealous for putting down the Bank of | 
the United Siates, and for maintaining a sound metailie 
currency, and, to do this, believed we ought to sustain, 
as far as we could, state banks; prevailing on them, by | 
all incidental means in our power, to cease the use of 
small notes, and had hoped we could have succeeded: 
but specie payments have been suspended, and the ad 
vocaies of this bill say we must try some other expert 
ment, 

Divorce, divorce, a vinculo matrimonii is the watch- 
word whenever you find a modern democrat. 
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That there is a divorce, a mensa et thoro existing, I 
admit, but am of opinion it has been produced by violent | 
temper, and want of due care on the part of the federal | 
head, and too yielding and complying a disposition on | 
the part of the banks, and that the whole might yet | 
be reconciled, at all events to the advantage of the | 
family. | 

I have heard of cases where a dashing libertine had 
married a wife, attached to, and every way worthy of 
him; that he, upon looking farther into the world, con- 
cluded if he were treed from his first love, he could be 
better suited upon asecond experiment; and, with a 
view to obtain a divorce, threw temptations in his 
wife’s way which she had not stera virtue enough to re- | 
sist; she sinned, and then he applied tora divorce. 
And what have courts o' conscience said in such cases? 
Depart hence! you contributed to your wite’s transzres- | 
sion, and shall not profit by your own iniquity, 

Apply these principles to this case. When the exe- 
cutive wooed and won the state banks, they were pure 
and unsullied. ‘Teir utmost exertions were necessary 
to aid in prostrating the Bank of the United S:ates; 
they were coaxed, alinost commanded, to extend their | 
loans. ‘They did so, to imprudent lengths. ‘The exe- 
cutive saw and knew this. Were they admonished to 
diminish their discounts? Never! So» far as I know, 
on the contrary, they were eviozised up to July, 1335; | 
then came the executive denunciations, and they have | 
never since ceased, 

‘L'ne executive is to blame, so are the banks; but on | 

ccount of their quarrel, the great American family | 
ought not to be sacrificed. | 

If none were to be injured but themselves, I certain- | 
ly should fee! no inclination to interfere; but [ do think | 
it nothing but just that both parties should bear their | 
due proportion of blame, and that a separation ought | 
not to be permitted under circumstances by which an | 
unoffending community must be the sufferers. | 


is h's cliaraeter for integrity, his capacity for business 











But again; I think if it is ever proper to establish this | 
system, and to have this divorce, now is not the proper 
time. 

The banks are state institutions; society have a deep 
interestin their maintaining a sound currency; this can 
only be done by resuming specie payments; this they 
never can do until their credit is re-establisned; while 
the whole weight of a popular administration is against 
them, they never can resume with a hope of continu- 
ing specie payments. You separate now, and why? 
Because, say the whole administration and its friends, 
aud if we pass this bill we join in the ery, they are un- 
worthy of credit! Every man who believes this state- 
ment, and has a claim against them, would apply for 
his money, and they would be compelled immediately 
to stop again. 

Take the weight of the federal government off them, 
it is now pressing them into the dust, and while it is 
upon them, you might as well order a man, whose legs 
had been cut off, tojump to his feet and walk, as to re- 
quire them to resume, with a hope that they can do so. 
Let their credit be again maneer, and if we must sepa- 
rate, they could better then, than now, sustain the 
shock. 

The federal government obtained the use of them 
when their credit was good; it should be restored, and 
then, if ever. they ought to be returned, in equally good 
credit, to the exclusive use of the states. 

Suppose we pass this bill, and then the banks re- 
sume, five-sixths of the revenue must be taken in their 
notes; in a very short time, enough would be received | 
to enable your depositories to withdraw so much of 
their specie as to compel them to suspend. And if they 
do not resume, their paper depreciates, and specie be- 
comes an article of merchandise, and thus the federal 
servant will receive better money than the state officers, 
or the masters of both—the mass of the people. 

The state banks never can resume with a hope of 
doing a profitable business. 

Suppose the system in complete operation. Then all 
the revenue is received in specie, your average surplus 
in the treasury will be at least seven or eight millions of 
dollars. This, if left in the banks, would furnish a 
eee basis upon which safely to issue three for one. 
Hence, by this process, you abstract and lock up twenty | 
or twenty-five millions of dollars of the circulating me- 
dium, which is of no more use to the government or in- 
dividuals than if sunk in the ocean. 

Banks go to excess occasionally, and there is tempo- 
rary suffering; so of every thing else—we have nothing 
good but what produces evil when carried to excess. 
Banks issue too much paper, but that is no reason they 
should all be destroyed. Over issues produce individual 
suffering, but even this is productive of some benefit. 
It makes roads and canals, and improves plantations. 
Although all these change owners when a curtailment 
takes place, yet the improvements remain for the bene- 
fit of the people at large. 

What do gentlemen mean? Do they mean to put us 
back to the year eleven hundred, when they say banks | 
comimenced? Are we to quit our ordinary business, | 
and commence wading branches in search of golden 
pebbles, to add to the stock of precious metals. Are 
we tovive up the earnings of our families, our porrin- 
gers, and our spoons to this Aaron of democracy, that 
he may melt them, and, with his graving tocls, make 
us our own metallic god to worship? Tine more free a 
country is. the more prone are its people to run into 
excess, aud none so much as our own. What was 
Great Britain before the establishment of her bank? 
Like other nations, who are destitute of every thing but 
a specie circulation, poor, unthrifty, anti-commercial. 
And what is she now? 

We need a larger circulation than any country upon 
earth of the same population, because we are freer than 
any other. ‘The circulation ought always to bear a 
due proportion to all saleable or exchangeable commo- 
dities. In some of the states every thingis of that de- 
scription. Entails are destroyed, a!l property, real and 
personal, is unfettered, and forsale whenever a man 


prohibit standing accommodations, few bad 





thinks he can better himself by selling in an old, 
and purchasing ina new, state. In many states so much | 
island unfettered that it can be sold in fee simp!e upon 
a writ of fiert facias, 

In our country a man’s capital, in many instances, 


and his business habits. ‘These cive him eredit with 
banks. With the aid of bank accommodations, in 
many instances he makes himself wealthy in a few 
years, and every man who adds to his own stock of 
wealth enriches the whole country. 

Give me wealthy people and a poor treasury, and then 
the country is rich, and its liberty safe. 

Destroy banks, and you throw every man again into 
the hands of capitalists, Jews, money-lenders, where 
few can borrow wh) cannot morteage land to secure 
payment. Whereas binks always feel it a favor con- 
ferred on them when they can get a good customer. 

Although I speak thus freely of the utility of banks, 
they never have been favoriies of mine, but we mus! 
havethem. ‘The country cannot, and will not do with- 
out them. 

We must have a trersury bank, a bank incorporated | 
hy congress, or state banks. And I prefer the last. They | 
are the least dangerous, and the states have clearly the | 
power to incorporaie them. The states, in granting | 
charters, can, if they choose, guard generaliy against | 
excesses. If they were ‘to direct all profits over six or | 
eieht per cent. perannum to go into the treasury, as a | 
school fund, the tempiation to shave and to make ex-. 
cessive loans would be takenaway. And ifthey would, 





, when they made their report, for the first time, [ foun 


| rectors, assuring him that if a branch was establsie’s 
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would be contracted. 

2d. The other object of the bill is to compe 
lectors and receivers to cease depositing money jn ho. 
and to compel them to deposite all moneys in the hod 
of officers uppointed by the president, and removal 
his pleasure, there to be kept till needed for dish 
ment. I think this arrangement much worse tj wee. 
deposite in the banks. 7D to 

Ist. Because the directors and officers of the bay 
will be more likely to be faithful than officers appoinn. 
by us. The stockholders will always intend to rs 
those who will be most likely not to waste their mon ~ 
Our officers for some time have been, and I conse 
the system is to be continued, selected more nny 
view to inilueuce in elections than to any qualific 
for the particular offices they are to fill. “Let me not be 
misunderstood. I do notinean to say that VET officer. 
holder is a mere party tool. I think there are edi 
who arenot. But I do mean to state it as my Opinin: 
that now, and for some time past, the principal qualifies, 
tion looked for is political influence; and such me 
appointed from such motives, I think will generally he 
unsafe depositaries. Supposing these officers eqiialiy 
faithful, they will not generally have places as safe «, 
those si» by banks. ; 

Again: This plan will occasion a great increase of 
expense. New officers, clerks, visiters, houses, gajos 
vaults, &c. There will be no effeciual checks, eit). 
upon those officers or upon disbursing officers. |; 
said there have been, in modern times, but fe losseg 
by defalcation of disbursing officers. j 

One principal, if not the sole reason of this is, the 
check upon them, by ordering them, whenever the; 
position will enable them to do so, to keep their moneys 
in banks, and every week or month an account is fy. 
nished the secretary Of the treasury by the deposi 
bank, showing the sums deposited, and by whom. Thjs 
furnishes strong reasons against using or loaning ny. 
ney; immediate detection would be the consequen:e, 

Jnder the proposed system this check is entirely re. 
moved, and the public money will, in many caces, jp 
misused. 

I now have in my drawer a document showing whi 
has been done in one case by an officerin whose integy: 
ty I once had unlimited confidence. He collecied q 
large claim from one debtor to the government, an 
immediately loaned the amount received to some politi. 
cal friends, not only without authority, but contrary to 
his instructions, and, at this moment, two suits are 
pending against these new debtors, who have refused ty 
pay their notes as they fall due. If I mistake not, one 
of the parties to this very transaction has been appoint 
ed to, and now holds an office which will make him 
sub-treasurer if this bill should pass. 

A bank in my own state has been alluded to ina 
letter read by the senator from Missouri, which he has 
received from the late chief magistrate. 

A brief review of the history of that bank, and mat 
ters connected with it, may be of use to us on the sub: 
ject under consideration. 

The act establishing that bank was passed at a called 
session, in the year 1820. The charter of the Unied 
States Bank was passed in 1816, and the bank went 
into actual operation the Ist of January, 1817. | 

It was an administration measure, and when the 
was before congress, the representative froin my dis: 
trict sent me a copy of it, with a request that I woud 
sive hiin iy opinion of its provisions, which I did, ina 
pretty lenzathy letter. That opinion was very ce 
cidedly against the bill, and the opinion I then formed 
and expressed I have ever since entertained, and slid 
entertain. He, alone, from Tennessee, as I believe, 
voted against the bill. For this vote he was attacked *t 
home, and I felt in duty bound to maintain him as we: 
as T could. This brought me in direct conflict wish the 
friends of the United S:ates Bank as early as 1316. | 

Soon after the bank went into operation, it esta) is 
ed branches in Kentucky, and, before the fall of 15), 
many of the loans first made had fallea due, and pay 
ment was exacted. ‘To this the people had not deci 
accustomed; and, as is always the case, althonga bi 
bank had been popular when making loans, it soon 
came very unpopular when trying to collect its devs. 

Stories of the ruinous eperatons of the bank ri Ker 
tucky soon reached us in Tennessee, and, in thet! 
tuinn of 1317, with a view to save ‘l'ennessee tro!” 
like oppression, her legislature passed an act, as 1% 
lieve, unanimously, imposing a very heavy tax. *) 
fifty thousand dollars, upon any persons attemp':!! 
bank in ‘Tennessee without authority from the sta’. 

A few years since, while the controversy was £0!!!3 
on with the Bank of the United States, the seo?® 
created a committee, of which Mr. Tyler, of Virgin! 
was a member, to examine into its proceedings, &" 
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a letter dated in 1318, now bound up in our docume! 


soliciting the president of the bank to establish a bran! 
in Nashville, notwithstanding the act of assemy,!) 
forming lim that the act was passed by contrac: me 
liberal men, and, after furnishing a list of names 0°‘ 
and directors appointed from the list, he would see "™ 
a good aceount should be given of those who woud & 
temnt to enforee the state law. ate 
Mr. Jones, the then president, answered tis ae 
and, very properly, refused to send a branch mito 
state, contrary tothe expressed will of the legislature. 
Thus the matier rested until 1326, whe._this sa" 
] "as adi f the Tennes*? 
entleman was a leading member of the 1e ‘h 
s ] 5° J ‘ hi a b a b! > get a prance 
egisiature; 2nu, not having been abie to geté 































—— 
pauls ot | 
“ney wou 
and the f 
, bank. 
the stale 
as calle 
ad been 
« and, 1 
sxactly. t 
ame ty 
ame Stal 
jrated 1 
vith pile 
vom thet 
he asset! 
The pl 
snd tO Pp 
elieve th 
At the 
ner mont 
y prevel 
poree [0 
These 
¥rom the 
They 
urse to 
touch th 
ersy be 
of an el 
tate ba 
pj into a 
ully red 
Bur, 
{uch 01 
agency | 
“The c 
Gnieilige! 
emptaul 
mo draw 
n bank. 
he ruine 
Some 
hose to 
to use, | 
oy v3 We 
> state 
esave Sol 
With 
dare 
inv, and 
e But, s 
Bitlie veal 
Bm.ich e. 
Repealed 
pave sp 
Bappi.e 
Bprincip: 
Bniil du 
Bathese be 
Bang spe 
oi I's b 
e ‘They 
night h 
ped pape 
Bret not! 
now, W 
mire to | 
deform 


tave of 
pl am st 
They h 
mind, 
kee )) pi 
these p 
out of s 
this IS © 
Avis Or 
PcoOuld s 
quagmy 
dexteri 
P For ] 
eMoney 
Btional e 
Bineatiy 
Bthey ei 
BETESS, « 
B Sans y 
‘ make 
This k 
law, W 
Els not « 
8 io be 
ity 


yy 
— 
- 


pr Ss]y 
ty . 
89m 
Cy 1Qths 
iSSue } 
e “ 

Onler 


Cired 


by el} 


| OUr Eo), 
In banks 
le handg 
ovable at 
disburse, 
€ than ty 


he banks 
PPOinted 
LO Selec; 
Moneys, 
CONS der 
€ With q 
ifleationg 
NE Not he 
TY Office. 
ire Many 
y OPinion 
qualifies, 
uch men 
erally be 
5 equally 
IS SJE ag 


CTease of 
ES, Safes, 
a8, eithey 
rs. It is 
ew losseg 
is is, the 
ver their 
r moneys 
nt is fur. 

deposite 
om. This 
ning noe 
uence, 
ntirely res 
Cases, be 
ing what 
Se Integr: 
allected a 
nent, and 
me polit 
mirary to 

Suits are 
refused ty 
2 not, one 
1 appoint: 
uke bin a 
xd toina 
ch he has 


and mat 
n the sub 


Nay 
he Unted 
ank went 


en the bill 
n my dis: 
it I would 
[ did, ina 
very Ce: 
»n formed 
|. and still 
1 believe, 
ttacked 
m as We i 
t with the 
3 1316.— 
estab ‘isi 
lLof 181, 
and pay 
not heen 
porn bi 
t soon hes 
's de is. 
k a Ken 
in the ar 
a frown 
t, as 1 De 
tax. Say 
mp't yr WW 
ie stae. 
vas goills 
he senae 
Virgin 
lings, an 
e, | fount 
acumen 
-a brane’ 
om bly. at 


Ile 
yay © 


nes for dt 
stablisheds 

shat 
ld Bee file 


would a. 


yee caf 
Pid 


this letters 
4h into the 
islature- 
this same 
Penness¢? 
a branch 


Pthe vear 1826, a Nashville bank failed, and occasioned 


l 
B plied 
f 


by either o 








ie United States, he and others determined 
bak of "4 have a paper bank, founded on s‘ate funds | 
ahey ve faith of the slate. ‘They passed an act creating 
and the. “There was then in the siate a bank in which 

p bar” had twenty thousand dollars of the stuck. It | 
he suate 4 ‘he Bank of the State of Tennessee, and 
re oe so conducted as to give society confidence in 
ad 7 a baptising this new bank its authors gave it 
{; all's + same name, and thus we had, at the 
psactly, ie, two banks, having the same name, in the 
pune no The friends of the old would not have he- 
ame se ing the leaders who established the new 


+4 d in char, . ; j 4 
ae their name, that they might derive benefit 


o. nlferipg : 
sm er credit had they been other than members of | 
he asco of this new bank was not to pay specie, 
& - please the people, it was said it was a bank to 
reve the people from pecuniary distress, sai | 
At the same session, and to force into circulation pa- 
» money not redeemable in specie, laws were passed | 
ane levies of execution, uuless plaintifis would | 
na to receive irredeemable bank paper. barn | 
“These proceedings inet wiih very decided opposition | 
fom the supporters of a sound currency, | 
They denounced a de reciated paper currency as a_ 
urse fo the country, and the old state bank would not | 
ouch the paper of the new; and, after a long contro-_ 
ersy between the directors, under the administration | 
fan enlightened and worthy directory of the new | 
‘ate bank, it was so conducted as to be convert- 
,j into a specie paying bank, and I believe it has faith- 
ully redeemed whatever notes it put in circulation. 
But, then, what became of the capital and profits? | 
Much of them were wasted. ‘There was a branch or 
wency ineach county. | 
“The cashier of the principal bank, a highly worthy, | 
Gnielligent, and generous man, could not resist the | 
enptation; he permitted importunate and needy friends | 
% draw checks, which he paid when they had no funds 
nbank. ‘This practice was detected, and exposed, and 
he ruined. 
Some of the agents, men of as much integrity as 
Ahose to be found now, either used, or permitted others | 
» use, the moneys entrusted to their care. Those mo- | 
ovg were in some instances lost, the agents ruined, and 
Mie state has been for several years endeavoring to | 
Bsave something from the wreck. 
With these examples before me, I cannot, I will not, | 
dare not, give my sanction to a scheme so demoraliz- | 
Suny, and fraught with so many mischiefs. 
F But, sir, our history stops not here. 














I think, about | 
| 
en.ich excitement. ‘The legislature, then in session, re- | 

ealed our act of IS17, imposing the tax of which [| 
Shave spoken; a branch of the United States Bank was | 
gapped for, and established. It went down with the 
a nncipal and the other branches, and from that time, | 
puutil July, 1836, we were state bank men, generally: | 


Sthese banks having a safe specic basis, and always pay- | 


r specie. Duringthe whole of these arduous conflicts, 
Powers have hai an advantage over me. 
® ‘They first wanted a Uuaited States Bank, that we 
might have a yood currency everywhere. Next they want- | 

d paper money, and creditors torced to receive if, or to 
get nothing, then United States Bank notes again; and 
snow, when the monster is slain, and we can all ven- | 
gure to measure the length and breadth of its supposed | 
sdclormities, nothing will do them but the pure, unadul- 
iterated hard money. 

Mr. President, these politicians ever have the advan- 
lage ot me. I never can give up an old opinion, until 
Tam sure I have fouad better reasons for a new one. | 
They heve the full benefit of what is called the march of | 
mind. ‘Chey march and countermarch so that 1 cannot 
keep pace with them. I turn slowly, awkwardly, and | 
these politicians give me the dodge, and are sometimes | 
ou! of sight before I know they intend to change. But 
oo isof no consequence to me. Such wills-with-the- 
Could see them. T’hey would only pilot me into some 
“agnure or swamp, and then leave me, although their | 

Ffexterity could easily extricate themselves. 

Nor myself, 1 now am, and ever have been a hard 
paey money man, to every reasonable and constitu: | 
sonalextent. Nothing is, with me, money, within the | 

Hieauing of the constitution, but the prectous metals, and | 
* y either coined, and their value fixed by acts of con- 
abe foreign coin, whose value is declared in the 
eat ey. No government, either s‘ate or federal, can | 

moc any thing else a tender in payment of debts. | 
lls kind of money, and this only, is the end of the | 
}'W, Where pecuniary compensation is to be made. It 

»° Hot only the standard by which the value of property 

) De fixed, but it is itself property, which can be ap- 


s 


‘4 to other useful purposes. ‘The federal government 
* HO power to incorporate individuals, and bestow 


por t} af Z . . 
ot vein banking powers and privileges, to be ex- 


Ve\~9 


) 
\ 


ld 
] 


sed within the states. 


} 
be 


9 us 
nn l¢ l, Diver to be used as currency. 


Now ' j ity r ' : : 
p Th Constitution takes from the siates the power to Is- 
Sue bills of credit. 
f 5 
. Coes not confer upon congress any such power, 
it Can exercise no power except that which is ex- 
ven, Or ls necessary and proper to give effect 


t 

Soy “ourar ’ ° > 

© power expressly granted. ‘The framers of the 
the power to 


r ’ 
Pressly g 


* ue bill. 1 having taken from the states 
Sue DL 


Chred 1 1a power oa congress, believed they had se- 
, ~“ tne , 


country against the tssue of a paper currency 
government, which individuals could have no 


call their institution? 


he teder; a ies > P : ¢ 
‘he federal government cannot issue, or authorize to | ( Le é 
_under the authority of the United States. 


8 ol credit, and having refused or omitted to. 


means by suit to compel the payment vf, and which, ii 


tolerated, would be sure to depreciate. 

Before the constitution of the Uuited States was 
framed, the state had the power to incorpora‘e indivi- 
duals, and give them banking powers and privileges; 
this power was never taken from them, and, therefore, | 
they still possess it. 

I have believed, and now do, that in a country so ex- | 
tensive as ours, so highly commercial, and sv free, our 
business cannot be transacted without paper of some | 
kind, which is not money, but credit, the representative 
of money. These credits will be highly injurious, un- | 
less reguiated by law. I therefore have maintained 
state banks, at the same time wishing to put down, by 
all means in our power, small nutes; to have none less 
than five, ten, twenty, and even higher than that, if a | 
majority wished, so as to furnish a broad specie basis | 


, the better to maintain and support the organized credits, | 


evidenced by bank notes or checks. 


Iris all idle to tell me that the only mode to have 


| 
hard money is to put down state banks. Put them | 
down to-morrow, and then we will find it indispensable | 
to have a Uniied States Bank owned by individuals, | 
or a treasuary bank owned by the United States, and | 
governed at the will of the executive. 

Being opposed to both these, and thinking the coun- 
try must have credits in some shape, I support state | 
banks as the only means of preventing the establish-| 
ment of some one of the others. I think them both | 
unconstitutional, and the treasuary bank infini ely the | 
most dangerous. 

We inight as well at once put the whole moneys of the | 
government at the disposition of the executive asto pass 


‘this bill; because, although some of the officers who | 
are to have charge of it must have the sanction of the 


senate in their appointment, yet the president can | 
remove, or have removed at his pleasure, every man of 
them. 

This bill, in truth and in fact, creates a bank with vast | 
powers and extensive capacity. 

Suppose congress to incorporate a number of indi 
v uals, and confer upon them powers to do exactly 
the same thing which the officers named in this bill are | 
empowered and required to do, what would gentlemen | 
It must and would be a bank; 
they would have all the usual powers of a bank, except | 
to loan money by discounting notes 

The only use of an act of incorporation is to empow- 
er a number of individuals, or some one man, to trans 


if we give to our own Officers exactly the same powers | 
which, if given to one or more individuals, would de- | 
nominate the establishment a bank, it is equally so in 
both cases. 

This bill provides places where our whole treasure, | 
hard money, notes of specie-paying banks, treasury | 
notes, or other paper issued under the authority of the 
government, are to be kept. 


moneys from point to poiut, atthe discretion of the se- | 
cretary. ‘There is now.a bill beiore the other house au- | 
thorizing an issue of ten miulions of treasury notes; it 
vill certainly pass for that or a larger sum. 

Now let us consider how these powers will be made 
to operate. 

Ist. ‘Che capital is the whole treasure of the nation, | 
say anv sum we please not Jess than twenty-five, nor | 
more than fifty millions of dollars. | 

This sum can be concentrated at one place, or dis- 
persed to different places, as the secretary chooses. A | 


merchant of New York owes fifty thousand dollars for | 
duties, and this sum he is to pay to the collecior there, | 
who is‘to deposiie it in his vaul’. cle borrows the amount | 
from a specie-paying bank in the notes of the state bank, | 
Instantly the collector goes to the | 
bank, draws the specie, and returns ifs notes, and | 


and pays the debt. 


locks the specie up in the vault, where he is to keep it 
till needed for disbursement; and by pursuing this plan 


) or jacks-with-the-lantera [ would not follow, if I) the whole specie may be withdrawn from the banks, or | 


so much of it as to compel the banks to wind up. 


Again: a merchant ia Nashville owes fifty thousand | 
New York; he gets that | 
amount in notes of the Nashville banks, by borrowing | 
or otherwise, but they will not answer to pay his debt} 
in New York; he therefore goes to the sub-treasurer, | 


dollars for goods purchased in 


} 


who has his proportion of these treasury notes, and 
gives him his fifty thousand dollars, and receives a 
treasury note, or notes, and perhaps 
cent. as the difference of exchange, and the sub-treasu- 
rer immediately goes to the state bank, returns its 
notes, takes the specie and locks it up in the vaults. 
W en a creditor of the government applies for payment 


of hissalary, or other dues, he may be paid in treasury | 
| notes, and thus we find this is a bank of tssues. 


It is useless to pursue this subject farther. Every 
yractical man must see this isin substance a treasury 


| bank, with immease funds as a capital, with ualimited | 


power to draw and redraw, and that ii is a bank to #s- 
sue jot hard money alone but vaver money, tssued by or 
That it con- 
fers powers and capacities which will enab’'e it to pros- 


| trate the stule banks, any and every where, at its pleasure. 


It will not only control the state banks, and make 
them subservient to its will, but will also influence all 
men engaged in commerce, which requires the use of funds 


| at distant places. 


Pass this bill, and we put it in the power of the prest- 
dent, through his secretary of the treasury, to control the 


: ° . c AN re 
| whole pecuniary, active capital ot ihe country. We are 


| to add this 


ry ‘ 1. ‘ 
tre nenduous power toa patro mc7e already 


. 


| dangerous in the extreme, and this at a time when we 


allows one per | 


i skins, 
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have a chief magistrate who is not only unwilling to 


| have his power and patronage curtailed and limiced, but 


is desirous to add to them, even to the extent of en- 


_couraging armed voluntary associations to stand ready 
to carry out his views by force of arms. 


In the early and pure days of the republic, in 1789, 


the republican docirine was, that no president would 


ever dare to remove an officer who held office atthe will 
of the president, simply on account of his politics; and, if 
he did, Mr. Madison said it would be a crime for which 


he should be impeached. 


Mr. Jefferson, upon assuming the reins of govern- 


/ment, prohibited all inferior officers trom interfering in 
elections, further than to vote, on pain of dismissal. 


In the canvass, which brought the late president into 
office, we all thought the same way, and that this was 
the sound democratic or republican doctrine. 

Do we not all remember the out-cry against Mr. 
Adams, because we thought, through a Mr. Slade, a 
clerk in some of the departments, he had signified to 
the Vermont legislature that he preferred the old sena- 
tor, Mr. Seymour, to Mr. Van Ness? The newspapers 
rung with this charge, and if Mr. Adams or his cabinet 
had avowed that they had a right to endeavor to influ 
ence people in elections, it is doubtful how he would 
have got through even the four years to which he had 
been elected. 

Now the whole course of thinking and acting is 
changed. : 

During the last administration it was not only main- 


| tained that the president and all under him had a right 


to interfere, but, for the sake of 
administration, it was a duty to 
cessor, members to both houses 
of states, &c. 

The present incumbent improves upon this, and 


securing a democratic 
aid in electing his suc- 
of congress, governors 


_countenances what may be called legions of honor, to 
maintain him by force in carrying out modern demo- 


cracy. 
I have been surprised that in none of our discussions 


has any gentleman alluded to a correspondence be- 
| tween an association in Philadelphia and the chief ma- 


gistrate during the past year. 

‘They informed him that they had voluntarily associ- 
ated together, had armed and equipped themselves, and 
made a tender of their services tO carry out the laws. 

In a country as free as ours, where the laws them- 
selves are nothing but the will of a majority of the peo- 


| ple, constitutionally expressed, every thing which tends 
| act certain business under particular restrictions. Now | 


to weaken or diminish our respect for the laws is highly 
reprehensible. Now what would we reasonably expect 
as an answer from our chief magistrate to such a tender 
of services. 

I looked for grateful acknowledgments for their good 
feelings towards him, and a request that, as they re- 
garded him and his fame, they would immediately lay 
aside their warlike implements and dissolve the asso- 


| ciation; because, if the country was to remain free, such 
It authorizes the transfers and re-transfers of those | 


voluntary associations could never be necessary. Pub- 
lic opinion, and forees, when eye seem called ou 
under the authority of law, would always be sufficient 


'in the hands of the executive to give effect to the will 
of the people, expressed through their acts of congress. 


But I was sorry to find no such sentiinents; on the 


| contrary, sincere thanks, and a manifest willingness to 


countenance the use of such forces ifemergency should 
require their services. 

‘The good sense of society must check this course of 
thinking, or there is reason to fear that, at no distant 
day, we may have, through the agency of such means, 
anarchy first, and then despotism. 

The senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. Webster.) at 
the close of his reply to the senator from South Carolina, 
“for his special benefit,” in very good temper, and in a 
most happy manner, referred to the early history of 
that portion of my state, now called East Tennessee, 
once known asthe state of Franklin. He read us a 
part of one of her acts of assembly, which fixed the sala- 
ries of some of her officers, and directed the species of 
currency in which they were to be paid. 

I always feel gratified when I know, or hear, that my 
state has done any thing which benetiis any portion of 
my fellow-men. 

“Blessed are the peace-makers,” is the language of 
holy writ. On this eceasion the two honorable and 
distinguished senators had assumed an attitude so bel- 
ligerant that I really feared it might end in something 
worse than words. But no sooner were the labors of 
my state fifty years ago brought to the notice of this 
grave body, than we all forgot that any of us had ever 
been out of temper, and so soon as we could recover 
composure enough to adjourn, we separated like a band 
of brothers—no two leaving the chamber in better tem- 














| per with each other than the two honorable senators. 


But, sir, the senator knew nothing of the practice 
under the state law, therefore we have not the fuil 
benefit which we ought to derive from his reminiscence. 
He could have related the whole incidents so much bet- 
ter than I can, that I regret he did not mention this 
sibject to me before he addressed the senate: if he had 
{ would have given him the additional facts, that the 
whole wight have been detailed to the senate in his 
covod tempered and felicitous manner. 
~ Tt will be remembered that the governor, chief jus- 
tice, and some other officers, were to be paid in Deer 
other inferior officers were to be paid in Rac- 
coon skins. Now, at that dav, we were all good 

whigs, although we had some Of the notions of the de- 
mocrats of the present day. 

We thoucht these taxes might safely remainin the 
hands of the collectors as sub-treasunes until wanted 
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for disbursement. ‘The taxes were, therefore, fairly col- 
lected in the skins and peltry pointed out in the law. 
But the collectors, as report says, knew that although 
Raccoon skins were plenty, Opossum skins were 
more so, and that they could be procured for little or 
nothing. They, rtrned thee procured the requisite num- 
bers of Opossum skins, cut the tails off the Raccoon 
skins, sewed them to the Opossum skins, paid them 
into the general or principal treasury, and sold the Rac- 
coon skins tothe hatters. 

The treasurer had been an unhicky appointment, al- 
though a worthy man; he was a foreigner, knew no- 
thing of skins or peltry. and was, therefore, easily de- 
ceived by his sub-treasurers. Whenever this imposi- 
tion was discovered, the whole system went down, and 
we never have had a great fancytor leaving the taxes 
in the hands of the sub-treasurers or collectors from 
that day to this. 

But, sir, these old proceedings more clearly develop- 
ed the true character of my state than almost any thing 
of the present day. 

The territory or tract of country called Franklin was 
composed of four counties of North Carolina, and se- 
parated from the body of the state by the great ledge of 
mountains, called at different places by diferent names, 
and from what is now West ‘Tennessee by the Cun:- 
berland mountains, and a wilderness of two hundred 
miles. 

The revolutionary war had terminated with Great Bri- 
tain in 1783, but it continued with the powerful tribes of 
Indians who had been in alliance with her. The depre- 
dations of these Indians were so serious that aid to ar- 
rest their ravages was desired from North Carolina; 
that state was not in a situation to furnish protection, 
and instead thereof, from good motives, no doubt, but 
without due consideration, passed an act ceding us to 
the United States. Whenever the news was received, 
the leading men, who were King’s mountain men—Se- 
vier, the companion of the gallant Campbell and Shel- 
by, at their head, took fire; the discontent ended in a 
declaration of independence, and the formation of the 
state called, to perpetuate our whig principles, “Frank- 
lin.” 

North Carolina discovered her error, and, before con- 
gress could acton the subject, repealed her act of ces- 
sion. But it was too late. We had been disposed of 
without our consent. Though but a handful, witha 
powerful savage enemy infesting our whole frontier, and 
without a dollar to begin with, we set up for ourselves. 
We would not brook the indignity; we had begun the 
fieht for liberty, and liberty or death we would have. 
We eontinued the controversy till 1739, when an ac- 
commodation with our parent state took place; and 
with our own consent, and upon terms thought just, 
we, with other portions of territory, were ceded, in 
1789, to the United States. 

In 1796, we became the state of Tennessee, and 
how we have since conducted, I willingly leave to the 
judgment of our sister states. 

I confess, instead of feeling humbled by, I am proud 
of, thisancient reminiscence. I feel proud that my an- 
cestor was one of that unyielding band; that 7 now 
find myself associated here with a Sevier and a ‘Tipton; 
and although I sometimes think two generations back 
those of their name would not have worked so tamely 
in party gear, yet every once in a while the blood shows 
etself, and you can see, that if their home concerns are 
not attended to here, according to what is just, they 
break party bandages, and walk abroad in that freedom 
for which their fathers periled every thing. 

It is true we are neither whigs, tories, or democrats 
by inheritance, but there is much in blood, much in 
education. Early lessons from mothers are apt to have 
an influence upon us through life. What the father 
says when he first sends his boy to schoolis hardly ever 
forgotten. 

When that law was passed, and for years afterward, 
the first morning the son was to start for school, he was 
sure to receive the father’s advice, in emphatic terms, 
calculated to make a lasting impression, in language 
like the following: My son, you are now going to school, 
you must render a willing obedience to your master; he 
1s In my place, obey him, if you love me. Be kind to 
all your soon ay do nothing offensive or unjust to 
them. Be careful in all you say, and do not give any 
of them cause of offence, and, if they will quarrel with 
and abuse you, take care you never come home whip- 
ped by any one of them, if you have the power to pre- 
vent it. 

Children were taught from infancy the doctrine of 
equality, that no distinction ought to exist except that 
which was produced by vice or virtue. 

And as to a circulating medium, this old act contains 
a volume of instruction forme, At that day, the me- 
dium of our exchanges was skias and peliry, or fars. 
‘They were the currency in which the people were 
obliged to transact their business, and my tather, when 
voting for that law, thought it just that our officers, from 
the governor to the sonable, should be paid in the 
same kind of currency which the people were compell- 
ed to use in their dealings with each other, and so think 
I now as to our federal officers. Such, I think, have 
been the opinions of a majority of my constituents from 
my youth to this day. 

My wish is to carry into effect their will, If I had 
fortitude enough to venture into an unknown world, | 
would rather do so now, and upon this spot, than know- 
ingly to give a vote upon a subject so important, which 
would disappoint the wishes of the companions, of my 
youth, the associates of my ma‘urer years, and those who 

















| lowing vote, and sent to the other house for con 


have ever sustained me against all attacks, at every 
stage of life. 

What I believe to be their will, corresponds with my 
own judgment on this subject; and, however much I 
may and do regret a difference of opinion with enligh- 
tened men from other states, yet lacknowledge no res- 
ponsibility to any human power except to the citizens of 
my own state who have so long honored me with their 
confidence. 





TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 


May 3. The Vice President presented a report 
from the secretary of the treasury, in pursuance of 
a senate resolution, communicating information on 
the subject of the public lands in the mining country 
of Wiscunsin and the northern part of Illinois. Read, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report froin the secretary of war, on the 
subject of the fortifications of the United States, in 
pursuance of a resolution of the senate. Read, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The following, among other petitions, were pre- 
sented. By Mr. Buchanan: Four memorials, sign- 
ed by a.large number of the citizens of the city and 
county of Philadelphia, urgently requesting congress 
not to pass the international copy-right bill. 

[These memorials, Mr. B. said, state that a capi- 
tal of $30,000,000 or more is now embarked in the 
different branches of the manufacture of books, af- 
fording employment to thousands of men, women, 
and children; and that to pass this law would do 
great injury to the owners of this capital and all 
whom itemploys. The memorialists also state that 
this law would considerably enhance the price of 
books to the citizens of our country, who, instead of 
purchasing them as they now do at a rate so cheap 
as to place it in the power of every poor man to 
improve his mind, would then be obliged to pay 
such large prices as greatly toreduce the number of 
purchases, and to deprive the poorer class of our 
citizens altogether from the benefits and enjoyments 
offoreign literature. They contend that there is no 
obligation of justice requiring the United States 
thus to injure its own citizens by enhancing the 
price of foreign books: and that it is sufficient for 
each country to grant copy-rights to its own 
authors. Mr. B. said these were strong views of 
the subject, and demanded the most grave consider- 
ation from congress and the country. He would 
not now anticipate the debate which must hereafier 
arise on the question, but he asked senators to keep 
their minds open until they could hear both sides. 
If it were generous and liberal to patronize foreign 
authors, it was our duty to take care that this 
should not be done by sacrificing the rights of our 
own citizens.] 

The memorials were referred to the committee 
on patents. 

Also, by Mr. B. four memorials from citizens 
ofthe county of Philadelphia, against the annex- 
ation of Texas to the United States. Laid on the 
table. 

Mr. JVright, from the committee on finance, re- 
ported a bill to authorize the sale of the bonds of 
the Bank of the United States belonging to the go- 
vernment of the United States. Read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the claim of Richard 
B. Mason was rejected. 

On inotion of Mr. Benton, call was made on the 
secretary of the treasuary for a condensed state- 
ment of the condition of the state banks, according 
to the latest returns received at the treasury; also, 
the returns on which said statement may be found- 
ed. 

The bill granting the right of way for roads and 
canals through the public lands, to states and incor- 


porated companies, was read a third time, and, af- | 


tera short discussion between Messrs. Lyon, Tipton, 
Clay, of Alabama, and King, growing out of an ob- 


jection of Mr. Lyon to the bill in its present shape, 


it was passed, and sent down to the other house for | 
conenrrence, 

The billto provide for the security and protection | 
of the emigrant and other Indians west of Missouri | 
and Arkansas, (establishing a confederate territorial | 
government of the einigrant tribes) was read a third | 
time, amended by consent, on motion of Mr. Linn, | 
by striking out Neosho (the Osage word for Baye ad 
water’’) and substituting ‘Indian lerritory,” as the 
name of the territory, and then passed by the fol. | 


currence, viz: | 

YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clay, of Alabama, | 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, | 
Davis, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Knight, | 
Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Merrick, Morris, Nicholas. | 
Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, | 
Robinson, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Smith, 


of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge,! liston, Massachusetts, and from several 





a 

Tipton, Trotter, Wall, White, Williams, Wrich: 
Young—39. Bi 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Caj} 


Niles, Norvell—6. oun, 


The senate then took up Mr. Clay’s joint Tesoly. | 


tion, as heretofore stated, which Occupied the r. 
mainder of the day. * 

May 4. <A message was received from 
sident of the United States by Mr. A. Va 
his private secretary. 

The Vice President presented a commun 
from the secretary of war, with a report of the Se 
cond auditor, in pursuance of the act of May, jg95 
to regulate the intercourse with the Indian tripe,’ 
Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. Southard presented a remonstrance against 
carrying into execution the late alleged treaty with 
the Cherokees. Laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Swift presented a remonstrance of the same 
kind, from inhabitants of Dorset, Vermont. Laid og 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Roane presented a memorial from the friend. 
ship fire company of Alexandria, praying aid from 
congress. Referred. Mr. Linn presented a men. 
rial on the subject of establishing an agricultural) 
and mechanical department of the government. 
Referred. Mr. Spence presented the petition of 
Daniel Job, for a pension asa revolutionary soldier, 

Also, a petition of Jacob Jetiers, for bounty jy 
land and money as a revolutionary soldier. Seve. 
rally referred. 

Mr. Fulton, from the committee on the public 
lands, reported a joint resolution in behalf of Ves. 
pasian Eilis, which was read, and ordered to a se. 
cond reading. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, it was ordered that 
when the senate adjourn, it adjourn to Monday; and 
then, 

On motion of Mr. Benton, the senate adjourned, 

May 7. The Vice President presented a commu. 
nication from the treasury department, in pursu. 
ance of a senate resolution of the 2d iastant, with 
acondensed statement of the condition of the state 
banks employed as depositories of the public money 
according to the latest returns. Referred and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. Webster rose and said he had particular plea- 
sure in presenting the memorial of certain officers 
of the army, praying congress to repeal a part of the 
law which allows whiskey to soldiers on fatigue 
duty. These persons, most competent certainly to 
judge, are of opinion that this allowance should be 
discontinned. They think the substitute provided 
for other cases would be most usefully applied to 
this also. So decisive a testimonial in favor of the 
great cause of temperance ought to have much 
weight. Ifardent spirits may be beneficially and use- 
fully dispensed with by soldiers on fatigue duty, It 
would be difficult to maintain the necessity of their 
nse by persons in any occupation or employment. 
Mr. W. said the petition was short, and, in order to 
sive it its proper effect and consideration, he would 
move tbat it be printed, and that it be referred to 
the committee on military affairs. The petition 
was as follows: 

To the honorable senators and representatives of the 
United States in congressassembled: The undersigh- 
ed, officers of the United States army, beg leave 
respectfully to represent that, in their opinion, the 
substitution of sugar and coffee for the whiskey 
part of the ration allowed to soldiers has been pre 
ductive of great good to the service, and also ihe 
means of preserving the health, efficiency and bap 
piness, and frequently effecting the moval retoris 
tion of that part of our army. And sincerely o 
lieving that the gill of whiskey still allowed to ; * 
on fatigue duty, by the act of congress pa>'™ 
March 2, 1819, not only fails to answer the end lot 
which it was granted, but contributes, 1 4 greal 
degree, to form and keep alive habits of inten) 
rance, the legitimate results of which are insuvolc’ 
nation, disease and crime, we therefore respec 
ly and ardently petition your honorable body had 
peal so much of said act as relates to the subject. 

L. A. Brrpsatt, 
Assistant surgeon U 8S, army: 
A. G. BLANCHARD, 
Ist lieut. 8d regiment U. S, infani’y. 
I. H. Eaton, . 
2d lieut. 3d infantry U. 8. wd 

Camp on Sabine lake, La., Feb. 25, 1838. 

The petition was referred to the committee ” 
military affairs, and ordered to be printed. he 

The following petitions, among others, were Pett 
sented. By Mr. Websler: From Edward apap 
and others, of Boston; from Samuel Fessenden ny 
others, of Portland; from several citizens of ~ ihe 
of New London, Connecticut; from citizens 1 


‘ 4s, ol- 
county of Oneida, NewYork; from citizens get 
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5; all remonstrating against the late alleged 
on ‘with the Cherokees, expressing the opinion 
treaty vas not conformable to the wishes of the 
rity of the tribe, and praying thatits execution 
mat not be forced upon them. Laid on the table 

. ordered to be printed. 
ar Williams presented resolutions of the legis- 

“2 of Maine in relation to the northeastern 
Se dae to fortifications in that state, and to an- 
ie subject, (unheard.) Laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. ; 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, the committee on the 
iydiciary were instructed to inquire into the expe- 
tency of making further provision by law to pre- 
vent the counterfeiting of treasury notes and other 

ublic obligations and securities. 

P the senate then took up the bill to increase the 
salary of the commissioner of the general land office. 

Mr. Buchanan said he should like to know the 
reason for the increse of salary proposed by this 
ill. He was opposed to the increase of any sala- 
ry, unless it was absolutely necessary. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, said the reason was to be 
found in the comparatively high qualifications ana 
the great amount of duty of a commissioner of the 
general land office, which he proceeded to specify, 
aid to compare with those of other officers with 
higher present salaries. 

r. Buchanan said he had no doubt of the quali- 
feations and merits of the present commissioner, 
but that was out of the question. The true ques- 
tion was, Whether in the existing state of the trea- 
sury congress ought to set an example of increasing 
salaries, Which would not fail to be followed up by 
increasing the salaries of other officers. If such in- 
crease were to be made atall, Mr. B. would propose 
to increase especially the salaries of the two assis- 
tant postmasters general. But he was opposed to 
any inerease at this time; and in order to test the 


My doubt of the practicability of making sale of 
the bonds within the conditions of the bill, does not 
arise from any suspicion that any body will question 
the credit of the bank, or doubt about the punctual 
payment of the bonds. But the purchaser will na- 
turally inquire, in what medium, or what currency, 
will these bonds be paid? Will they be certain to 
be paid in gold and silver? Or will their probably 
be, when these bonds come to maturity, treasury 
notes in circulation, or other paper, which shall be 
receivable, by law, in debts and dues to government; 
and is there not danger, if there shall be, that such 
treasury notes, or other paper, will be below the 
value of gold and silver? 

This is the point, I think, likely to create hesita- 
tion. Whatever government receives in payment, 
the holders of these bonds must receive whoever 
they may be; unless it be certain, therefore, that 
government will hereafter receive nothing, in dis- 
charge of debts due it, but gold and silver, it is not 
certain that these bonds will be paid in gold and 
silver. It is understood that the bond which fell 
due in September last was paid, in great part, by 
government paper, which was several per cent. be- 
low the value of specie. Money dealers have sharp 
eyes, and are very likely to look to what may hap- 
pen in this respect; and, therefore, I think, it is 
hardly worth while to make an attempt to sell the 
bonds. Still the treasury may be better informed 
on the subject; and if the secretary and the honor- 
able chairman think they may be sold for cash, at 
par, I shall not oppose the bill. I should not bave 
recommended it, however, for another reason. It 
is not adequate to the exigency. It does not meet 
the case. It will not furnish sufficient funds to en- 
able the administration to carry on the government. 
If this sale should be made, there must still be a 
loan, or the issue of treasury notes. 

The chairman of the committee has certainly 





sense of the senate on this subject, he demanded 
the yeas and mays on engrossing the bill, which 
were ordered, 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, moved to lay the bill on 
the table for the present. Negatived. 

The questions was then put on engrossing the 
bill for a third reading; which was negatived as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, Mou- 
ton, Robinson, Sevier, Young—6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clayton, Cutnbert, Davis, Grundy, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Morris, Nichoias, Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Smith, of Connec- 
ticut, Southard, Spence, Swift, Trotter, Wall, Web- 
ster, White, Williams, Wright—29. 

So the bill was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the senate took up the 
bill to authorise the sale of the bonds (the 2d and 
dd instalments, about $5,000,000,) given to the go- 
vernment by the United States Bank of Pennsylva- 
nia, for the governinent stock in the late Bank of 
the United States, and due next September and Sep- 
tember, 1839. 

Mr. Wright made a brief statement of the desti- 
‘ute condition of the treasury, of which the whole 
present amount of means, as he had just learned 
irom the secretary of the treasury, was but about 
$700,000. The committee, he said had waited 
soe time for the passage of a bill in the other 
louse which would afford relief to the treasury; and 
a3 It was not deemed proper for che senate to origi- 
late revenue bills, the committee had resorted to 
this measure as the best, if not the only one, which 


stated a very strong case. He has put forth the 
state of the treasury fully and frankly. He states 
amore forlorn case, even, than I have heard stated 
before, or than ever was stated before, I believe, in 
the history of this government. He says, one of the 
usual, ordinary, annual appropriation bills, having 
passed the house of representatives, is now before 
the committee. It is the annual navy bill; and this 
bill, he says, the com-nittee does not report to the 
senate, simply because, if it pass into a law, it will 
create demands that the treasury cannot meet. In 
other words. the treasury is not in a condition to 
meet the ordinary payments for the support of the 
navy. This is certainly a most extraordinary state 
of things. It deserves to attract strongly the pub- 
lic attention. 

The honorable member’s plain and direct admis- 
sion is really astounding. The officers and seamen 
of the navy cannot be paid for want of means in the 
treasury! The annual appropriation bill, for this 
branch of the public service, cannot be passed, be- 
canse, if it were passed, the discredit of govern- 
ment would be open and notorious! And is this ad- 
mitted to be the true state of things to which we 
have arrived? If this be so, something much more 
efficient than this measure is due to the occasion. 

I can well conceive a state of things in which 
some use might be made of these bonds. If govern- 
ment and the bank were on good terms, I have no 
doubt the bank would answer drafts made upon it 
by government in the common course of disburse- 
ments, and charge their amount against these bonds; 
thus itself anticipating their payment. But no such 





thing is proposed. The plan is to sell the bonds, 


gress, and must be raised by them in some way or 

other. It was obvious that it might be done by is- 

suing treasury notes, or by the sale of these bonds. 

Mr. W. had been informed that money was at a low 

rate in England, and as these bonds were at six per 

cent. they might be disposed of there, if not in this 

cuuntry. The cominittee did not propose to sell 

the bonds due in September next; but one of those 

which they proposed to sell had one year from the 

Ist of October next to run, and the other two years 

from: that time. These bonds were for $2,250,000 

each at par value, but they would amcunt to less 
than that, as interest was to be deducted. The at- 
tention of the committee had been called to this 
subject by a special resolution of the senate, and 
Mr. W. could not feel otherwise than in favor of 
the measure. If the senate thought the committee 
were mistaken, they might refuse to pass the bill; 
but at all events it could make the treasury no 
worse. The committee were of opinion that if these 
bonds should go abroad for a market, and even if 
they should be disposed of at home, the avails would 
not be received in time to render necessary other 
measures to relieve the treasury. 

Mr. Webster said this was simply a question of 
propriety, prudence, and financial fitness. Will 
this measure prove beneficial to the country, by re- 
lieving, in a proper manner, the wants of the trea- 
sury? I doubt this; and that doubt is founded in 
an apprehension that purchasers may not be cer- 
tain in what medium the bonds may be paid. The 
honorable member says, we can do nothing with 
that; that is a question which must be left to those 
who propose to purchase. If they have doubt on 
that head, he says, they will not buy. This is all 
very true. Butis if worth while to resort to an 
expedient to raise moncy, which may be met with 
such an objection; and which, if it meet with no 
difficulty in the execution, is yet insufficient to 
supply our wants, and will, therefore, not super- 
sede the necessity of other measures? 

It is proposed to attempt a sale of these bonds in 
Enrope. Are we to stay here till we know the re- 
sult of that attempt? I hope that we have not be- 
fore us such a prospect as that. 

On the whole, sir, though I repeat that I do not 
make any strenuous opposition to the bill, yet it is 
a measure which, if my counsels prevailed, would 
not be adopted, as I think it of doubtful success, 
and, if successful to the fullest extent, still falling 
short altogether of the public necessities. 

Mr. Wright said, if the purchaser were not satis- 
fied that he would receive payment for the bonds 
in a medium acceptable to him, he of course would 
not purchase. Bui Mr. W. believed there would 
be no difficulty on this point. If congress should 
authorize the issue of treasury notes, it would be, 
as heretofore, to such an amount as the treasury 
might require, not to exceed a certain limit. Mr. 





W. admitted that this limit would be just as high as 
\ifthis bill should not pass; but, if it passed, it 
‘it might lessen the amount of treasury notes 
| which would be actually issued, 

After a few words of rejoinder by Mr. Webster— 

The bill was passed to a third reading. 

The senate proceeded to consider the bill to au- 
thorize the erection of a hospital in the city of 
Washington, and for other purpeses. 

The question being on a former motion of Mr. 
Sevier to strike out the words ‘sand others” from 
the bill, thus limiting its benefits, as it was under- 
stood, to indigent seamen and suldiers, 

Mr. Roane and Mr. Williams spoke briefly in op- 





the senate could originate for the relief of the trea- jall at once, and place the amount in the treasury. | position to the amendment; whereupon Mr. Sevier 
7 | Whether this is likely to be done, is with mre ajso modified his amendment as to extend the bene- 
Mr, Webster said, if it should he thought wise by | matter of doubt. The administration, however, 
those who had the power and the responsibility of; may have ascertained this point, perhaps, and may 


Sury, 


Managing the financial affairs of the country to- 


alopt this measure, he should not oppose it. It was 
Nota measure, however, which he himself should 
‘ve recommended. We have never before, so far 
1 know, in the history of the government, farmed 
“ our revenues, or income, or taken them up in 
“Vance, or relieved the wants of the treasury other 
"ise than by treasury notes, or loans, on the credit 
1¢ government. This « ‘ling out of obligations 

to us is new, and in this case, he thought, not 
neasure called for by the state of the treasury. 
there are three of these bonds, amounting to 
out two millions each, with some addition of in- 
ra payable respectively in September of this 
a the two succeeding years. It 13 proposed to 
ren the two last of these bonds, provided they can 
an at or above par. They are to be sold with- 
Theta and on the credit of the bank alone. 
i rl is credit is, and ought to be, perfectly good, 
deur re said Mr. W. no doubt, although great 
Mens of the ability and solvency of this debtor to 
.5?Vernment are expressed and repeated, even 


wh } bl . 
ile government is thus proposing to make sale of 
¢ debt, 7 


dite 
the Ir 


expect to find no difficulty. Bat if this should 
prove to be the case, still the measure is by no 
means an adequate measure. ’ 

The honorable chairman says he can think of no 


to originate; that the senate cannot originate a loan 
bill, or a treasury note bill; or, at least, that the 
house of representatives dispute its authority to ei- 
ther. But is this a sufficient reason? Both houses 
must, of course, agree to any bill to make it a law. 
Wherever it originates, both must concur. It seems, 
therefore, no sfficient reason for proposing this 
measure, that the senate can propose no other. 

We are to take it for granted that those who have 
the power to originate the proper measures will do 
their duty. 

Mr. Wright said he would not occupy the time of 
the senate in explaining this bill; it went far to ex- 
plain itself; and he wonld only say, that in his own 
view, and as a matter of information through the 
whole country, the credit of this institution was 





very high; but it was evident to him and to others, 
‘in regard to the treasury, that present means 


| were to be provided by various legislation of con- 


other measure which it is competent for the senate | 


fits of the bill to citizens of the District of Colum- 
bia. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, spoke in favor of the 
amendment, and against the large appropriation 
($50,000) proposed in the bill. 

Mr. Buchanan said he was very glad to perceive 
that the lesson on economy which had just been 
taught his honorable friend from Alabama had 
proved effectual; and Mr. B. would assure hiin that 
he would follow his lead, and be a soldier under 
his cominand in all reasonable reductions of expen- 
ditures. 

Mr. Williams spoke warmly against the amend- 
ment, especially as it would turn out many from 
the poor-house who had already been received, and 
who were not citizens of this district. 

Mr. Niles spoke at some length in general oppo- 
sition to the bill. 

Mr. Southard spoke against the amendment, and 
with much feeling and earnestness in favor of the 
bill. He hoped it would be passed in the shape in 
which it had been reported to the senate. There 
could be no difference of opinion as to the object 
of the bill; and were it ina state legislature, and 
for the benefit of a state, there could be no occasion 
for arguments in its favor. The bill, he said, was 
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longing to other places, but to save them from suf- 
fering tillthey could be removed. If this duty were 
a burden on the government, it was one which 
could uot be avoided withoutinhumanity. The seat 
of government being bere, brought great numbers 
to this place in pursuit of claims or pensions, and 
were left destitute and totally dependent on public 
charity to keep them from starving. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabaina, spoke briefly in favor of 
the amendment, and of reducing the appropriation 
in the bill. He argued that government should be 
just to itself and faithful to its trust, rather than to 
listen too readily to the calls of generosity or human- 
ity. 

yur, Roane alvocated the bill with much earnest- 
ness and warmth of feeling. Noone, he said, would 
he yield to on the subject of econoiny; but he ar- 
gaed that it was the duty of every community to 
provide for those unfortunate classes of persons 
among them who are unable to provide for them- 
selves. If this was not a seaport, it was the metro- 
polis of the nation, where all classes congregated, 
soldiers and sailors, especially, who were in quest 
of aid froin the government, for the helpless and 
suffering, among whom the government ought to 
provide at least temporary relief and protection. 

Mr. Williams estimated the number of insane in 
this district at about forty, taking into view the 
general proportion of this class to the rest of the 
population. He also spoke further in favor of the 
bill and against the amendment. 

The amendment conferring the benefits of this 
bill to residents of this district, was agreed to as 
follows: 

YE AS—Mossrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
Kinz, Linn, Lyon, Mouton, Niles, Rives, Robin- 
son, Ruggles, Sevier, Sinith, of Connecticut, Trot- 
ter. Woll, White, Wright—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, 
Knight, Luinpkin, Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Southard Spence, 
Swift, Webster, Williams, Young—18. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, of Alabama, the appro- 

riation of $50,000 in the bill was reduced, and 


| 


| 
t 
| 





limited to $39,000, 

‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a | 
third reading. 

Mr. Roane gave notice that he should on Wed- 
nesday next, ask the senate to take up the bill 
relating to the aifairs of the District of Coluinbia. 

The senate took up the bill to continue the cor- 
porate existence of the banks in the District of Co- 
luinbia. 

Mr. Benton having si 
this bill to-inorrow, 

The senate acjourned, after an executive session. 

Muy 8. A inessage was received from the house, 
thronzh their clerk, announcing the death of the 


gnified his desire tospeak on 


hon. Joab Lawler, member of the house trom Al- | 


abaina, and informing the senate that his funeral 
would take place to-morrow, at 12 o’clock, from 
the hall of the house. 

Mr. King then rose and addressed the senate as 
follows: 

Mr. President: Another of the members of this 
conzress has passed from time to eternity. his 
unexpected event is well calculated to produce the 
most serions reflections. ‘Be ye also ready,” 
shonld be deeply impressed upon every heart. 
The hon. Joab Lawler, a representative from the 
state of Alabama, breathed his last at his boarding 
honse in this city, about 9 o’clock this morning. 
His sickness was of short duration; but a life de- 
voted to piety and virtue enabled him to look with 
calm and christian resignation on the dread change 








that awaited him. 

Mr. Lawler, Mr. President, was of humble ori- 
gin. He was destitute of the advantages of a libe- | 
ral education; but a vigorous intellect, combined | 
with sterling integrity, early recommended him to 
the favorable notice of his fellow citizens, and they 
placed him in the legislature of his state. For 
years he continued to discharge his duties in that 
situation in a manner so creditable to himself, so 
satisfactory to those he represented, that they de- 
manded his services in a more exalted station. He 
yielded to their wishes, and twice has he been 
chosen to represent their interests in the congress 
of the United States. Mr. President, his mortal 
career has closed. His country has lost the ser- 


{ 





vices of one of her most virtuous citizens: his be- 


‘it should be arrested. 


not designed to give permanent support to those be- {and you may go to him; to you he can never re- 


turn. 

On motion of Mr. King, the senate resolved 
unanimously to attend the funeral of the hon. Mr. 
Lawler, at the time and place appointed, and to 
wear crape round the left arm for thirty days, in 


respect to the inemory of the deceased; asa farther 


token of which, the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday, May 7. ‘The following, on leave, were 
presented by the Speaker: 

A communication from the secretary of war, 
transmitting a report from the commanding general 
of the army, accompanied by acopy of that of ma- 
jor Belknap ** with respect to the removal of the 
obstructions to the navigation of the Sabine river,”’ 
called for by a resolution of the house of represen- 
tatives of the Ist inst. 

A coinmunication from the secretary of war, in 
compliance with a resolution of the house of the 
19th of March last, relative to the progress made 
in issuing patents for land in the state of Louisiana, 
and the examination of certificates of purchase 
under the pre-emption law of 1834. 

Among the resolutions offered was the following 
by Mr. Gray: 

Resolved, That a committee, consisting of five 
persons, be appointed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of authorizing permanent contracts to be 
made with the diiferent railroad companies, or such 
of them as may be willing to make permanent 
contracts for the transportation of the mail, public 
property, and troops of the United States from the 
seat of government to lake Erie and lake Ontario, 
upon such terms and such restrictions as may be 
prescribed by law. 

The resolution was amended by striking out 
‘consisting of five persons be appointed to,” and 
inserting therein, ‘ton the post office and post 
roads,’’ and also by striking out all of the same 

fter ss United States,” (so as to make the inquiry 
general, instead of confining it to a particular case, ) 
and agreed to by the house. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office 
and post roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a mail route from Hunts- 
ville, in Randolph county, Missouri, by Johnson 
Wright’s, to Mocar court-house, in said state. 

One or two petitions were received, (as were 
tlso the above tnotions,) by general consent. The 


| presentation of other petitions was objected to, and 
reftised, 


Mr Cambreleng hoped the honse would consent 
to go into the transaction of public business of an 
urgent natare. He hoped no objection would be 
interposed to this, and sent a resolution to the 
chair, proposing to take up the bills which have 
been referred to the committee of the whole on the 
state of the union. 

To the presentation of this, at this time, Mr. 
Adams objected. Leave had been refused him to 
present petitions, after others had had that perinis- 
sion, and he should therefore object to any thing 
which should postpone the orders of the day. 

Mr. Cambreleng moved to suspend the rules, for 
the purpose of presenting his resolution: and upon 
this motion he demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and the house refused to suspend the 
rules, by a vole of 112 yeas to 57 nays—two thirds 
required, 

The duel reports. 

Mr. Sawyer rose and said that he had voted 
frankly and aboveboard on this whole question, 
and he was now disposed to put gentlemen to the 
test, and, before he sat down, should move a pro- 
position for that purpose. What good, he would 
ask, was to be attained by this debate? What end 
arrived at?) This was but the chrysalis state of a 
question, involving, in every stage of its progress, 
much exacerbation, ill feeling, and disaster. What 
spectacle was presented to the eye of the American 
people, who were looking to congress for some 
kind of action, if not for relief? They had been 
in session for five months, and bad done absolutely 
nothing for the relief of the country. Every im- 
portant measure was yet unacted on—all was un- 
certain, while they were engaged in a vain crusade 
after their lost or invaded privileges. He deemed 
this whole course of proceeding, thus far, irregular, 
a malum usque ad ovo: and he thought it high time 
He admonished gentlemen 


° . . se “4 . ° ° ° 
reaved wife, an affectionate husband, and his orphan | that, if they persisted in this course, he should in- 
children the fostering care and protection of an in- | troduce instructions to the select committee to re- 


dulgent father. 


hope.” 


blessed immortality. Keep, then, before your eyes | 


the purity and holiness of his life; live as he lived, | pursued in this matter by Mr. Adams, who, he said, |in character with his whole life. 


The husband, the father, was a christian. | making one party a subject of mourning 
He died as a christian dieth, in the full hope of a| other of ostracism. 


To that desolate, heart-stricken | port in favor 6f rescinding the resolution of the 
family I would say, ‘* mourn not as one without | 28th of February last. 


He was opposed to this 
and the 


pnp? 


Mr. S. then passed an ewogy upon the course 





had nobly stepped forward, the advocate of t 
privileges of that body, and the defender of ie, 
lar rights. He closed by moving to lay the Ny 
subject on the table, and demanded the yeas ~ 
nays, which were ordered. sion, 
Mr. Grantland made an effort to obtain 
sion to say a few words, but the chair decided 
to be not in order. Mr. Murray asked if Vote ut 
two-thirds would be required to take up this gy . 
tion, if laid on the table. The Chair decidea 
being a question of privilege, it would at al! tied 
be in order to take it up, on motion, without a Ne 
pension of the rules. The motion of Mr, leona 
was lost—yeas 48, nays 131. ™ 
The Chair then stated the question as it was left 
at the adjournment on Thursday last. It was de 
bated by Messrs. Rariden, Reed, Grantland, Dy, 
son, and Rives, the latter gentleman moyvin>s to 
postpone the further consideration of the subject 
ill the first day of June next. On which motioy 
heasked for the yeas and nays, which were order 


Permnis. 


This proposition was debated by Messrs. Rives | 


Menefee, and Bynum; and was then withdrawn py 
the mover. The pending amendment was the) 
debated further by Messrs. Bynum and Thompson, 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Reed to that of Mr. Loomis, to add to the 
instructions to the committee the words “and if, 
inember prove to be involved, they shall not pro- 
ceed against him, but shall make a special repox 
of that fact to the house:” and this motion of Mr. 
Reed was negatived—yeas 79, nays 82. 

The amendment of Mr. Loomis was then jy 
order. 

Mr. Dawson moved to lay the whole of the pa. 
pers on the table, and to print the journal and cyi- 
dence. 

Mr. Briggs asked for a division of this question; 
and the yeas and nays having been ordered, the 
first part of the motion [to lay it on the table] was 
rejected by the following vote—yeas 56, nays 103. 

Mr. Sibley then ojffered an ainendment, calling 
for the names of all the members implicated, which 
was accepted as a modification of his own by Mr, 
Loomis. 

The question was then further discussed by Mes- 
srs. Bynum, Duncan and Thomas. Further motiois 
to amend, to lay on the table, to print, to postpone, 
&e. were offered, and discussed by various men- 
bers (of which debate, as well as that upon the 
other questions presented during this day’s session, 
a report will hereafter be given.) 

Mr. Sidley having the tloor, gave way to Mr. Fill- 
more, who moved that the house adjourn. 

Mr. Petrikin asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and the house (at 20 minutes before 
5 o’clock) refused to adjourn, by a vote of 56 ycas 
to 103 nays. 

Mr. Sibley resumed the floor, and spoke at length. 
After he had concluded, Mr. Underwood took the 
floor, and moved an adjournment. Mr. Petrilin 
moved the yeas and nays. Ordered. 

Mr. Underwood withdrew the motion to adjourn, 
It was immediately renewed, the yeas and nays or 
dered, and the house (at five minutes before 6 
o’clock) by a vote of 82 yeas to 75 nays, adjourned. 

Tuesday, May 8. Tinmediately after the reading 
of the journal, Mr. Lyon, of Alabama, rose and a¢- 
dressed the house as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: I have the melancholy duty 
perform of announcing to this house the death 0 
one of its members. — 

My friend and colleague, the hon. Joas LAW: 
LER, expired this morning at his lodgings in this 
city, after a brief and painful illness, which be bore 
with unusual fortitude and resignation. a, 

Less than a week ago, and he was present in his 
place in this hall, in the performance of his part! 
the laborious duties assigned by the people to the! 
representatives. He was yet in the prime of lile 
and has been cut off in the midst of his usefulnes. 

By his death, his immediate constituents and his 
state have lost an attentive, intelligent, and frithfel 
representative; his family have been deprived o! 4 
husband and father; and society has Jost a membe! 
whose conduct, in every relation of life, was ¥°™ 
thy of all imitation. 

The deceased enjoyed the confidence and estee™ 
of those who knew him, to an extent which 0° 
thing but a course of life the most exemplary, an 
a character the most irreproachable, could have 5&° 
cured. 

In his state he had filled several offices of much 
importance, and under the general governmen! he 
held, for several years, a trust of great respons’ 
bility. In all his official conduct in the age 
public stations held by him, he acquired a hig’ 
character for integrity and capacity, which no * 
of his life forfeited or impaired. 

His conduct as a member of this house has bee? 
While he w° 
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nani in the discharge of what he; related to the execution of the treaty with the 
» dered his duty as a representative, he was| Cherokee Indians, which is now about to take 
. and unobtrusive in bis deportment, and re-| place. He was constrained, therefore, to ask this 
ofl towards his associates. He had lived the| special leave at this titne, inasmuch as, if he waited 
sper fq christian, and died without apprehension | for an opportunity, undev the rules of the bouse, 
We the future. the time would, perhaps, have passed away when 
“To testify our regret for his loss and respect for| the memorials could have any eifect; and it would 
.. memory, I move the adoption of the following| be a mere ceremony to receive these memorials 
- lutions: after the main subject of their prayer had been put 
resolved, That the members and officers of this| beyond the reach of the action of the house. The 
house will attend the funeral of Joab Lawler, de- | memorials were, one from ‘the representatives of 
jsed, late a member of this house from the state} the yearly meeting of friends for New England,” 
\labaina, to-morrow, at 12 o’clock meridian. and one from inbabitants of the city of Norwich, 
{ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to take | in Connecticut. 
order for superintending the funeral of Joab Law-| Objection being made, Mr. T. moved a suspen- 
jer, deceased. _ | sion of the rules, to enable him to present these 
“Resolved, That the members and officers of this | inemo.iais; which motion did not prevail, not two- 
house will testify their respect for the memory of thirds voting for it. 
Job Lawler, by wearing crape on the left arm for} On motion of Mr. Harlan, it was ordered thata 
thirty days. meinber of the committee on private land claims be 
xesolved, That when this house adjourns to-day, | appointed to fill the vacancy occasioned by the 
twill adjourn to meet to-morrow, at 12 o’clock | death of the late Mr. Lawler. 


meridian. The following message was received from the presi- 
Ordered, That a message be sent to the senate} gent of the United States, by Mr. Abraham Van Buren, 
to notify that body of the death of Joab Lawler, | his private secretary: 


late a representative from the state of Alabama, | 7’ the senate and house of representatives. 

aid that his funeral will take place to-morrow, at I submit to the consideration of congress a state- 

12 o’clock, fro:n the hall of the house of represen- | ment, prepared by the secretary of the treasury, by 

tatives which it appears that the United States, with over 
The several resolutions were unanimously agreed twenty-eight millions in deposite with the states, and | 

to by the house; and then - over fifteen millions due from individuals and banks, | 
e ' re situation in which those funds are placed, | 
The house adjourned. aie, from the situation in which those f are placed, | 


in immediate danger of being rendered unable to dis- | 
7, 2 ° re 2 . . 
Wednesday, May 9, 1833. Pursuant to order, the charge, with good faith and promptitude, the various 
house assembled at 12 o’clock, M. for the purpose ni 


pecuniary obligations of the government. 
of attending the funeral obsequies of the hon. Joab] The occurrence of this result has for some time been 
Lawler, late a representative in congress froin the | apprehended, and efforts made to avert it. As the prin- | 
state of Alabama. cipal difficulty arises from a prohibition in the present 
The following was the order of arrangements: | law to re-issue such treasury notes as might be paid in 
The committee of arrangements, pall-bearers, | before they fall due, and inay be effectually obviated 
and mourners, attended at the late residence of the | by giving the treasury, during the whole year, the ben- 
deceased, at Mr. Mount’s, on Pennsylvania avenue, sap aang maps bi. nx for pai irae es 
at I o’clock, A.M. at whieh time the remains WESe Tbe sevnan cnibarrenanents likely to arise from a 
removed, in charge of the committee of arrange- | joncer continuance of the present state of things in- | 
ments, attended by the sergeant-at-arins of the| duces me respectfully to invite the earliest action of 
house of representatives, to the hall of the house. | congress to the subject which may be consistent with 
Shortly after 12 0’clock, meridian, funeral service | a due regard to other public interests. __ 
was performed in the hall of the house of repre-| May 10, 1833. M. Van Buren. 
sentatives, and, immediately after, the procession yee ; 
moved to the place of jaterment in the felloving Treasury Department, May 10, 1338. 
order: The undersigned would respectly submit to the 
The chaplains of both houses. president the following statement concerning some fis- 
Physicians who attended the deceased. cal embarrassments which are likely soon to happea, 
Committee of arrangements, viz: unless averted by early legislation. nS ee 
Mr. Lyon, of Alabaina, It has been usual for the secretary of the treasury, 
Mr. Mercer, of Va. Mr. Henry, of Penn. 
Mr. Harlan, of Ky. Mr. Parmenter, of Mass. 
Mr. Maury, of Tenn. Mr. Boon, of Indiana. 
Pall-bearers, viz: — 
Mr. Elmore, of S. C. Mr. Conner, of 8. C. 
Mr. Carter, of Tenn. Mr. Kilgore, of Ohio. 
Mr. Sibley, of N. Y. Mr. Briggs, of Mass. the cominittee of ways and means such information 
The family and friends of the deceased. concerntng them as the public exigencies and a season- 
The members of the house of representatives and | able foresight seemed to require. Some suggestions 
_ Senators from Alabama, as mourners. 
The sergeant-at-arms of the house of representa- 
; tives. 
lhe house of representatives, preceded by the 
. speaker and clerk. 
lhe other officers of the house of representatives. 
- The sergeant-at-arms of the senate. 
The senate of the United States, preceded by the 
vice president and secretary. 
The other officers of the senate. 
The president of the United States. 
The heads of departments. 

















| 
} 
j 
| 


plies to special calls or directions by either house of con- 
gress, to give information respecting all matters which 
apperiain to his office, through letters addressed to the 
appropriate committees. For some months past, and 
ou several occasions, that mode has been pursued in 
respect fo these threatened embarrassments, by giving to 


> 


troduced into reports made to congress. But the reliet 
desired having not yet been granted, and a longer omis- 
sion to provide for the emergency having a tendency to 
impair publie credit, to the great prejudice of contrac- 
tors and workmen, as weil as of pensioners, the army, 
navy, and many other classes, the undersigned deems 
it his duty to apprize the executive also of the impend- 
ing difficulties, in order that he may take such further 
steps as appear proper to-promote a faithful discharge 
of the pecuniary obligations of the government. | 
The pecularity in the present condition of the finan- 
ces can be very briefly expiained. It has arisen, not 
. ot from any actua! deficiency which has yet accurred in 
_ Foreign ministers. the amount of receipts anticipated for the year; not 
my Citizens and strangers. . from any excess of appropriation which has yet been 
iursday, May 10. Mr. Martin, of Alabama, by | made for either ordinary or extraordinary objects; but 
ve, offered a resolution that the speaker inform | from a prohibition to use, fur the payment of the public 
‘he governor of Alabama of the death of the late dues, what is required by law to be received for them. 
Joub Lawler, in order that steps may be taken to} In the act of October last, authorising the issue of 
fill the vacancy thereby occasioned in the Alabama | treasury notes they were made receivable at any time 
delegation; which was agreed to. for those dues, but were CApresny, Devices, or such 
Vie Chair laid before the house a communication | "eceipt. from being reissued in ¢ asada had doit 
fon the secretary of state, enclosing a list of the the treasury. z tom er Cr of 4 ,  henkes Se 
hames of all our diplomatic acents, their salaries the protracted failure of the most of the banks to re- 
dates of anno} 17 _ ape g Ss! sume specie payments, little has of late been received 
ppointinent, &c. 


4 Iso, a communication from the war department, 
a ering a report from the commissioners of Indian 
‘Jairs, with a statement respecting the payment of 








half millions of them have already been paid in, though 


except in the annual report on the finances, and in re- | 


and facts connected with them have likewise been in- | 


for revenue except treasury notes. Over five and a 


the annuities due to the Seneca tribe of Indians. 
hese communications were laid on the table, 

and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Hofman of New York, and Mr. Bouldin, of 
rina, obtained leave to offer memorials. 
Mr. Tillinghast asked leave, by unanimous con- 


Se ° ° ° i 
“at, to present two memorials, which he said were 


‘0 communities of the highest respectability, 


a entitled to the most respectful consideration; 
nd that this was also due to the great national im- 
Portanee of the subject of the memorials. They 


| 
} 
| 


till the restriction before mentioned is modified, it has 
followed that a great portion of the receipts of the year 
have thus far been entirely useless for aiding to defray 
the large expenditures charged upon it, and resort has 
of necessity been had to the emission of more treasury 


authorised, except $216,802, has been exhausted. 
The only other means available to meet the public 
engagements, with the exceptions as to trusts and the 
mint, detailed in a special report on the condition of 
the treasury to the house of representatives the 26:h of 





March last, are reduced to about $347,432. 


notes under the original act, until the whole amount | 


<3 


_ These constitute an aggregate of five hundred and 
sixty-four thousand two hundred and thirty-four dol- 
lars thus available, instead of a balance of from two to 
six millions, which it has generally been considered wise 
to retain onhand, in order, with the aid of the current 
revenue, to Insure punctuality, and guard against the 
embarrassments incident to fluctuations and other con- 
tingencies. During the present year, however, the 
revenue has been paid in treasury notes to such an ex- 
tent that only about one-fourth of a million, monthly, 
has been receive. from it in money so as to assist in 
discharging the current expenditures. These last, on 
an average, have been over two miliions monthly, and 
in April nearly three millions. 

As more than four millions of the treasury notes are 
still outstanding, and the banks generally have not yet 
resumed specie payments, it is probable that a great 
part of the revenue wiil, for some time to come, be paid 
in a similar manner. Under such circumstances, and 
when it is considered that large sums due from the 
postponed custom-house bonds, the banks, and the 
staies, are not yet payable, and that no power now 
exists, except in congress, to recall the deposiies from 
the latter; that there 1s no reserved fund to resort to, or 
any other authorized means by which the wants of the 
treasury can be supplied, it is manifest that the depart- 
ment is exposed weekly and almost daily to be deprived 
of the whole of its available means, and the credit of 
the government to be injuriously effected, both at home 
and abroad. 

Congress could readily avert these results, if approv- 
ing the course suggested in the last annual report on 
the finances. It could remove the prolrbition to re-is- 


sue the noes which may be or have been prematurely 


paid in and redeemed, and, where they have been can- 


celled, permit others to be issued in their stead; or it 


could effect the same object by allowing other notes to 
be emitted, instead of such as have been and_ shall 
liereatier be paid in, before the year for their redemp- 


tion expires. By the seasonable adoption of either of 
these measures, all anticipated embarrassments during 


i833 can probably be obviated. For, in that event, no 


| provision of additional means to meet the expenditures 
of the vear will be necessary hereafter, unless beture the 
close of the session it shall appear that new appropria- 
‘tions have been made, or are likely to be made, excced - 
‘ing the estimates submitted by the department in De- 
-cember last, by several millions, or that the revenues re- 


ceived will be materially less. 

On the contrary, if neither of the measures above pro- 
posed should meet the approbation of congress, itis ob- 
vious that among the various substitutes which may be 


thought of, or which this department has taken occa- 
i sion fo suggest in communications to the committee of 


/ways and means, some one must be selected that can 
be made efficient in its operation, at a very early day, 
or it will be impractieable to preserve the national faith 
‘unbroken, and to avert the injuries with which the 
|pub&c service is threatened. With great respect, 
Levi Woopgury, 
Secretary of the treasury. 


Mr. Cambreleng observed that he had, two days 
since, noved to postpone tie question of privilege 
|iminediately belore the house, for the purpose of 
considering the fiscal necessities of the government, 
but the motion had failed. He now gave notice that 
ihe should, at some tiine this day, endeavor to renew 
‘that motion. He moved that the message and docu- 
inents be referred to a committee of the whole on 
the state of the union, and printed. 

Mr. Underwood, who had the tloor from Monday, 
said he was very willing that the speech he had in- 
tended to anake should be indefinitely postponed, if 
the house would agree, with it, to postpone indefi- 
nitely the whole subject of the duel report; and he 
‘was about himself to make a motion to that effect. 
| Mr. Sergeant suggested that, as it was probable the 
‘message and documents would be printed by to- 
morrow, it would be better to postpone the consi- 
ideration of it till to-morrow. Mr. Cambreleng replied 
‘that, as to the time of commencing proceedings on 
‘the subject of this message, they could not be com- 
'menced a moment too soon. Were there the slizht- 
‘est probability that the house would finally dispose 
of the question of privilege this day, the suggestion 
of the honorable geutleman from Pennsylvania 
would have weight; but, as he could not indulge a 
‘hope of this, he thought the subject of the message 
might as well be taken upatonce. The general 
'state of the finances of the country had been, from 
| time to time, laid before the house. No gentleman 
‘could be ignorant of it. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky (Mr. Underwood) was not, probably, aware 





none fall due till about the first of November next. As | What would be the elfect of his proposed motion for 
, H ¥ L ; hake a -— ag 4 ay * } ° 4 . . : . nie . 
these cannot be paid out again, or others ia their place, | 29 indefinite postponement of the subject at present 


‘before the house. It would not bring the house to 
‘an immediate decision, but would, on the contrary 
open the whole subject. 

[Che question was in the mean while put on re- 
ferring the message and papers toa committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, and printing, and 
acreed to.} 

“Mr. Underwood said that he was fully aware of 
the effect of the motion which he proposed to make. 
But if the gentleman from New York (Mr. Cam- 
breleng) would move his resolution at this moment, 
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he would not press his own, Mr. Cambreleng then 
moved the following resolution, (being the same he 
offered unsuccessfully on Monday:) 

“Resolved, That the rules be suspended for the 
purpose of considering bills referred to the commit- 
tee of the whole on the state of the union.” 

Before the question on this motion was put, Mr. 
Graves said he was very desirous of being heard; 
but the chair pronounced it at present not to be in 
order to hear Lina. The Speaker having stated the 
question, before a vote was taken on it, Mr. Graves 
moved a call of the house, and demanded the yeas 
and nays on that moticn—he explained by saying 


that he did so with a view of ascertaining what bi 3A 


the actual sense of the whole house in reference to 
the printing of the evidence taken by the commit- 
tee. He had again and again been charged with a 
wish to suppress that evidence. The charge was 
unfounded, and did him great injustice. He had 
always been desirous that the whole evidence 
should appear: and that though he did not think that 
the report of the committee should be received and 
printed in its present form, he had rather the whole 
should go out as it was, than that the house should 
fail to print the testimony. The question being put 
the house ordered the call—yeas 102, nays 75. 
The roll was then called; but before it had been 
called through, Mr. Cambreleng moved that the call 
be suspended, which was agreed to. Mr. Cambre- 
leng, expressing his hope that the house would dis- 
pose of the subject this day, withdrew his resolu- 
tion to suspend the rules; and the house went on to 
further consider the reports from the select commit- 
tee on duelling, &c. 

The debate on this subject was resumed, and 
continned by Messrs. Underwood, Mercer, Reed, 
and Thomas, who concluded his remarks witha 
motion to lay the whole subject on the table, and 
print the reports, evidence, and journal of the com- 
mittee. Mr. Jenifer demanded a divisior of the 
qiestion. Mr. Thomas asked for the yeas and 
nays. Ordered. 

The first division of the motion of Mr. Thomas 
(to lay on the table) was then decided in the affir- | 
mative by the following vote—yeas 102, nays 79. | 
Mr. Petriin demanded the previous question on- 
the motion to print. | 

Mr. Rice Garland moved to reconsider the vote, | 
whereby the first branch of the motion of Mr. | 
Thomas had been carried; and on this motion he | 
asked the yeas and nays. Mr. Thomas raised a point 
of order. 





house, the motion to reconsider would have pr-ce- | 
dence in ordinary cases. But this was but halfa ques- | 
tion, and to it that rule was not applicable. 

After some incidental remarks, concluding in no | 
motion, Mr. Rice Garland withdrew his motion to 
reconder, and followed that withdrawn by moving | 
that there be a call of the house; upon which motion | 
he asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered; 
and the motion that there be a call of the house was 
decided as follows—-Yeas 64, nays 123. So the call 
was refused. 

Some inquiries were then presented to the chair 
by Messrs. Slade and Graves, as to the divisibility 
of the question; to which the chair replied, that that 
would be a proper subject of inquiry after the house | 
had decided whether the main question should be put. | 

The house having decided that the main qnestion 
should now be put—Mr. Briggs asked that the mo- 
tion to print be divided; and the first question was 
on the printing of the three reports of the commit- 
tee; which was decided in the affirmative by the 
following vote—yeas 123, nays 74. 

The question was then taken upon printing the 
evidence and journal, and decided in the affirmative 
by the following vote—yeas 189, nays 4. Mr. 
Boon rose and said that “the dear people” had been 
much talked of during this debate. The Speaker 
said there was no proposition before the house. 
Mr. Boon remarked that he was about to make 
one; if in order, he hoped it would be adopted; if 
not in order, “the dear people’? would have the 
bencfit of the motion. The Speaker said it would 
not be in order to proceed, until the gentleman from 
Indiana shouli have presented his proposition. 
Mr. Boon then moved to print 20,000 extra copies 
of the majority report and the evidence for the 
benefit of “the dear people” of this country. The 
Speaker decided this motion to be ont of order, | 
in the present position of the question. Reports 
from the committees, severally, of manufactures 
and [ndian affairs were presented by Messrs. 4dams | 
and Everelt; and then, on motion of Mr. Reed, 
the house adjourned. 





CHRONICLE. 
Naval. The United States frigate Columbia, bearing 
the broad peudant of commodore George C. Read, 
and the sloop of war John Adams, commander T*hos. 








Nhigh and chivalrous principles of honor. 


| 430. His majority over all others, 331. 


W. Wyman, went to sea from Hampton roads on Sun- 
ear morning last, soon after sunrise, with a leading 
reeze. 

The United States steam frigate Fulton, capt. M. C. 
Perry, arrived at Norfolk, from New York, on Mon- 
day afternoon. She left New York on the 2d instant, 
and put into the Delaware break-water on account of a 
severe gale, whence she left on Sunday afternoon, 
making her run to Norfolk in 21 hours, notwithstand- 
ing her progress was much impeded by a s. w. wind 
and a heavy sea. She left Norfolk on Wednesday, 
and arrived at the Washington navy yard yesterday 
(Friday) evening. 

Capt. Marryatt’s toast. Capt. Marryatt, the novelist, 
the St. George’s dinner, recently given at Toronto, 
offered the following toast: 

“Capt. Drew and his brave comrades who cut out the 
Caroline.” 

The achievement thus signalized by capt. Marryatt 
was one of the most base and cowardly that happened 
on the frontier during the recent insurrectionary move- 
ments: and the man who could magnify the actors in 
it into heroes, is only fit to be associated with robbers 
of hen roosts and sackers of dairies. There is, how- 
ever, an air of malignancy in the sentiment, which, in 
the present state of that unfortunate affair, indicates 
more of hatred towards us asa people, than a lack of 


[Ep. RecIsTEr. 

Connecticut. The legislature of Connecticut convened 
at New Haven on Wednesday the 2d inst. Wm. W 
Boordman, whig, was elected speaker of the house b 
a majority of 106 votes over all others. Chauncey F. 
Cleveland, the adm. candidate, who was speaker 
last year, received 37 votes, and there were three scat- 
tering. Total, 146. The joint committee «appointed 
to canvass the return of votes for state officers, repor- 
ted that the whole number of votes returned for gover- 
nor, is 50,101; of which W. W. Ellsworth has JY 115; 
for It. governor 50,063—of which Charles Hawley has 
27,976; for secretary 49,817, of which Royal R. 
Hinman has 23,377—for treasurer 49,911; of which 
Hiram Rider has 26,726; for comptroller 49,987; of which 
Henry Kilbourn has 21,466—with a resolution declar- 
ing the above officers legally elecied. 

Rhode Island. The legislature of Rhode Island also 
convened at Newport on Wednesday the 2dinst. ‘The 


—the average whig majority there is somethin 
than we have placed it. 


day; without a trial, respecting some woollen 
which much has of late been said in the papers, 
present action is brought against three cases of wo 
soot claimed by Wim. Downes, but which the Vnite 


fession of an editor in 1763, the year signa 





hon. George Curiis, (w.) was re-elected speaker of the 
house without opposition. The official returns of votes 
tor governor give Win. Sprague (w.) 3984; Francis, V. B. 
3504; scattering, 99. Sprague’s plurality over Francis, 
‘or It. governor, 
Childs, (w.) received 4133 votes; Thurston, V. B. 3461; 
scattering, 15. Childs’ majority, 662. 


The house 


Whig majority in the house 18; in joint 
ballot, adding the lieut. governor, who presides over 
the senate, 29. Last year, says the Providence Journai, 
there was a majority of 41 the other way. 

The elections of 1836, 1837, and 1333. Since Mr. 
Van Buren’s inauguration as president on the 4th of 
March, 1837, there have been general elections in 
twenty-one of the twenty-six states which compuses 


\the federal union—Maryland, Mississippi, Michigan, 


New Hampshire, and Connecticut, have held two 
elections each—Rhode Island three. Virginia held an 
election last April, but the result was such that it could 
not be presented in a tabular form; which is of little 
consequence—it indicates no change of opinion from 
the presidential contest. The same of Ohio. The 
siates of Deiaware, South Carolina, Louisiana, Mis- 
sourt, and Illinois, have held no general election since 
1835. ‘The following table presents the vote of all the 


' states which have held elections since !836—-the right 


hand columus giving the vote at the last siate election; 
the left, that of the presidential contest—November, 


1336: 
1836, 1837-3. 
STATES. Adminis» Opposi- Adminis- Opposi- 
tration. tion. tration § tion, 

Maine, 22,900 15.229 33,879 34,353 
New Hampshire, 13,722 6,223 27678 25,22) 
Vermont, 14,03) 20,990 17,730 22,206 
Massachusetts, 33,237 41,099 32,937 50,595 
Rhode Island, 2,964 2,710 3,600 4,000 
Connecticut 19.234 18,719 21,482 27,096 
New York, 166,315 138,543 140,460 155,833 
New Jersey, 25.592 26,137 25,856 27,368 
Pennsylvania, 91475 87.111 91,182 85,890 
Maryland, 22,168 25,852 23,000 25,000 
North Carolina, 26,910 23.363 30,000 35,000 
Georgia, 22,104 24,786 33,417 34,179 
Kentucky, 33,435 36,955 23,955 47,415 
Indiana, 32,473 41,281 23,125 53,867 
‘Tennessee, 26,120 35.962 33,696 53.479 
Alabama, 20,506 15,612 21,800 17,753 
Mississippi, 9,979 9,638 12,823 13,651 
Arkansas, 2,400 1,233 2,745 1,733 | 








Total in 18 states, 591,128 571,518 604,325 714,813 





| Van Buren majority Noy., 1836, 19,6!0 
Whig majority last election, 604,325 
110 488 


The table of votes at the late elections have been 


compiled with great care, but may not be entirely cor- 


rect. They are near enough, however, for all purposes. 


The average | 
whig majority for senators 1s 872 ind a fraction. All |! 
|the senators, 10 in number, are whigs. 
‘ | consists of 72 members, 45 of whom are whigs, and 
The Chair decided that, by the 44th rule of the | 27 loco foeos. ; 


;most dangerous pitch. 








We have not yet the official return from Rhode Island | 
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U. S. circuit court. This court was engaged Vester 


S00ds of 
The 
Ollen 


tates, by the district attorney, alleges are forfeited ag 


they were knowingly and intentionally much un(; 
rated in the invoice, thereby intending to lessen . 
duties upon them. As the trial is not yet conclyq,, 
we refrain from giving the evidence on either rd 
on its termination, if deemed of sufficient importan 

we shall present to our readers a full report. ey 


Side, by 


[New York Courier 
Mr. Thomas Bradford. This venerable relic of 


last age, died yesterday afternoon, at the great age of 
‘ ace of 
and his funeral will proceed from the house of *f 


Mr. Thomas Bradford, in Sansom street, to-day = 
llo’clock A. M. Mr. Bradford entered upon the pro. 
ized by th 
peace of Paris, which terminated that bloody war ae 


“The Old French War” in this country, and “The §,. 
ven Years’ War” in Europe. During our revolution, hy, 
was commissary general of the Pennsylvania divisiyy, 
and printer to the continental congress. The first wa; 
a very important public trust, and proves the high esi}. 
mation in which he was held for integrity and know. 
ledge of business. The second shows that he was {,. 
vorably known to one of the worthiest bodies of mey 
that ever assembled for the good of mankind. We 
presume that just before his death, he was the oldes: 
member of the editorial corps in this country, and per. 
haps the only person then living, in any manner (- 
rectly connected with the body of men that signed the 
declaration of independence. 
[Public Ledger, 


The Moselle. The Louisville Journal contains the 
following paragraph respecting the mad ambition o{ 
capt. Perin, to which is justly attributable the late me- 
lancholy accident, and the loss of life attendant on j:: 

There is no doubt, that the deplorable occurrence js 
to be attributed to the overweening anxiety of cay, 
Perin to gain for his boat the reputation of unrivalled 
speed. We have always had the kindest feelings for 
capt. P. and when, a few weeks ago, he mace a switt 
trip to this city from above, we cheérfully, in compliance 
with his request, took notice of the fact. From Louis. 
ville he made an extraordinary passage to St. Louis, 
whence he wrote as by express mail, requesting that 
we would again proclaim his matchless speed, and say 
that his*boat was and would be “the eagle of the wa- 
ters.” We declined to comply with this second request 
for we saw that his ambition was already roused to a 
The dreadful result is before 
the world. 


The ship Science arrived at Portland, Maine, last 
week, froma whaling voyage of four years. Her ap- 
pearance created as great a sensation among the govd 
people of Portland as that of the steam ship from 
England did at New York. She has brought home a 
cargo of 2200 barrels of oil. Four of her crew are na- 
tives of the Sandwich Islands. 

Astonishing despatch in travelling. The arrival of the 
ay tag from Charleston in 61 hours gives us an idea 
of the possible and actual rapidity of travelling in this 
country. She left Charleston atter the arrival of the 
rail road cars from Augusta. Passengers may have 
started from Augusta on Saturday morning at 6 o'clock, 
and coming in the Nepiune to New York, could arnve 
in Boston on Wednesday, having ten hours to spare 1 
New York, making the whole distance from August 
to Boston, (more than a thousand miles,) in about 4 
hours running time, and 73 hours from Augustato New 
York. [N. Y. American. 

Indian Relics. A wound in this city has been 
partially opened this week, and our citizens aré 
picking up beads, arrow points, stone knives, and 
various other instruments and ornaments. On 


iskeleton has been discovered entire, and portions ¢! 
| others. 


On counting the grains of the stump of 4 


o 


| tree that stands upon the top of the mound, it 4p: 


pears that this tree must have been about one but: 
dred and fifty years old. It has been cut dow? 
about sixteen years. We suppose that this anciet 


‘receptacle of the dead must have been formed abou! 


two hundred years ago. [ Ohio city Argus. 

New York canals. The Albany Argus states 
that the quantity of flour brought to tide water 0 
the New York canals in the month of April in 1837 
and 1838, is as follows, viz: 











1837. 1838. 
Albany 11,227 24,772 
Troy 4,921 9,271 
16,148 bbls. $4,043 bbls. 
Increase 17,895 


There came over the rail road in 1838, 948 bbls. 
of flour. 

There arrived at Troy in April, 1837, 2360 bush- 
els of wheat, and in 1838, 39,235 bushels; at ore 
ny, in April, 1837, 1436 bushels, and in 1838, 44° 
bushels. Increase in 1833 over 1837, 39,997 bush 
els. 
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